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OVER 60,000 Australians and Americans captured by the Japanese during World
War II toiled and died to build the Bridge over the River Kwai. Respected
military historian Linda Goetz Holmes tells the story of one man's survival in
Japanese labor camps during WWII. Amazing photographs, taken secretly by
other prisoners, chronicle this dark history of Allied troops in the Pacific theatre
of war.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This account of World War II captivity under the Japanese is only half as depressing as most, because
historian Holmes spends much of this book recounting happier events during the long incarceration before all
POWs returned home, more than three months after Japan's surrender. The author's central figure, Australian
Staff Sergeant Cecil Dickson, had been a reporter for a Melbourne paper who wrote regularly to his wife.
Already a veteran of fighting in the Middle East, he was returning home with his battalion in January 1942
when it was diverted to Java. Eventually, the battalion joined masses of American, British, Australian and
Dutch prisoners working under brutal conditions on the Singapore-Burma railway, where 15,000 POWs and
far more civilians died. Holmes provides a vivid description of the sadistic cruelty inflicted on prisoners,
arguing that this followed the Japanese samurai tradition of contempt for warriors who surrender, despite
evidence that mistreating prisoners was deliberate government policy. Between stories of suffering, often
illustrated with photographs hidden till after the war, the author describes the exhilarating months after
Japan's surrender when prisoners received their first nourishing food (and often first clothes) in four years.
Dickson's newly discovered letters provide a lively picture of day-to-day life in postwar Thailand as the
Allies slowly organized to evacuate tens of thousands of POWs. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This 4000 BOWLS OF RICE is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Jeffrey Drake:

The book untitled 4000 BOWLS OF RICE contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Lily McDermott:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know



everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide 4000 BOWLS OF RICE was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Maria McGhee:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book 4000 BOWLS OF RICE to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book 4000
BOWLS OF RICE can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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