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Naji al-Ali grew up in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh in the south
Lebanese city of Sidon, where his gift for drawing was discovered by the
Palestinian poet Ghassan Kanafani in the late 1950s. Early the following decade
he left for Kuwait, embarking on a thirty-year career that would see his cartoons
published daily in newspapers from Cairo to Beirut, London to Paris.

Resolutely independent and unaligned to any political party, Naji al-Ali strove to
speak to and for the ordinary Arab people; the pointed satire of his stark,
symbolic cartoons brought him widespread renown. Through his most celebrated
creation, the witness-child Handala, al-Ali criticized the brutality of Israeli
occupation, the venality and corruption of the regimes in the region, and the
suffering of the Palestinian people, earning him many powerful enemies and the
soubriquet “the Palestinian Malcolm X.”

For the first time in book form, A Child in Palestine presents the work of one of
the Arab world’s greatest cartoonists, revered throughout the region for his
outspokenness, honesty and humanity.

“That was when the character Handala was born. The young, barefoot Handala
was a symbol of my childhood. He was the age I was when I had left Palestine
and, in a sense, I am still that age today and I feel that I can recall and sense
every bush, every stone, every house and every tree I passed when I was a child
in Palestine. The character of Handala was a sort of icon that protected my soul
from falling whenever I felt sluggish or I was ignoring my duty. That child was
like a splash of fresh water on my forehead, bringing me to attention and keeping
me from error and loss. He was the arrow of the compass, pointing steadily
towards Palestine. Not just Palestine in geographical terms, but Palestine in its
humanitarian sense—the symbol of a just cause, whether it is located in Egypt,
Vietnam or South Africa.”—Naji al-Ali, in conversation with Radwa Ashour
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Naji al-Ali grew up in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh in the south Lebanese city of Sidon,
where his gift for drawing was discovered by the Palestinian poet Ghassan Kanafani in the late 1950s. Early
the following decade he left for Kuwait, embarking on a thirty-year career that would see his cartoons
published daily in newspapers from Cairo to Beirut, London to Paris.

Resolutely independent and unaligned to any political party, Naji al-Ali strove to speak to and for the
ordinary Arab people; the pointed satire of his stark, symbolic cartoons brought him widespread renown.
Through his most celebrated creation, the witness-child Handala, al-Ali criticized the brutality of Israeli
occupation, the venality and corruption of the regimes in the region, and the suffering of the Palestinian
people, earning him many powerful enemies and the soubriquet “the Palestinian Malcolm X.”

For the first time in book form, A Child in Palestine presents the work of one of the Arab world’s greatest
cartoonists, revered throughout the region for his outspokenness, honesty and humanity.

“That was when the character Handala was born. The young, barefoot Handala was a symbol of my
childhood. He was the age I was when I had left Palestine and, in a sense, I am still that age today and I feel
that I can recall and sense every bush, every stone, every house and every tree I passed when I was a child in
Palestine. The character of Handala was a sort of icon that protected my soul from falling whenever I felt
sluggish or I was ignoring my duty. That child was like a splash of fresh water on my forehead, bringing me
to attention and keeping me from error and loss. He was the arrow of the compass, pointing steadily towards
Palestine. Not just Palestine in geographical terms, but Palestine in its humanitarian sense—the symbol of a
just cause, whether it is located in Egypt, Vietnam or South Africa.”—Naji al-Ali, in conversation with
Radwa Ashour
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a ground-breaking book. For the first time, Western readers are beckoned into Palestinian lives by
the graphic warmth, inspiration and horror of the cartoonist Naji al-Ali, whose iconic Hanthala is our witness
and conscience, imploring, rightly, that we never forget.”—John Pilger

About the Author
Naji Salim al-Ali (1938–87) was a Palestinian cartoonist, noted for the political criticism in his work. He
drew over 40,000 cartoons, which often reflected Palestinian and Arab public opinion and were sharply
critical commentaries on Palestinian and Arab politics and political leaders. He is perhaps best known as
creator of the character Handala, pictured in his cartoons as a young witness of the satirized policy or event
depicted, and who has since become an icon of Palestinian defiance. Naji al-Ali was shot by unknown
assailants outside the offices of “al-Qabas”, a Kuwaiti newspaper in London on July 22, 1987 and died 5
weeks later.

Joe Sacco lives in Portland, Oregon. He is the author of many acclaimed graphic novels, including Palestine,
Safe Area Gorazde, But I Like It, Notes from a Defeatist, The Fixer, War’s End, and Footnotes in Gaza.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cameron Rodriquez:

This A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali can be on
the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kenny Hardy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.



John Olive:

The actual book A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali has a lot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after looking over this book.

Dora Dickey:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is identified as of book A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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