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Though a well-regarded physicist Carl Sagan (1934-1996) is best-known as a
writer of popular nonfiction and science fiction and as the host of the PBS series
Cosmos. Through his writings and spoken commentary, he worked to popularize
interests in astronomy, the universe, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life.
From the beginning of his public career, when he co-wrote Intelligent Life in the
Universe to the very end as he worked on the 1997 film adaptation of his novel
Contact, these subjects absorbed him.

This interest in space was rooted in his understanding of the smallness and
vulnerability of humanity measured against the immense size and power of the
universe. This profound philosophical humility, mixed with personal exuberance,
comes through in Conversations with Carl Sagan. In interviews and profiles,
Sagan discusses with verve a wide variety of topics--the environment, nuclear
disarmament, religion, politics, extraterrestrial life, astronomy, physics, robotics.
Whether he is discussing his science fiction or his well-researched nonfiction
works, his voice embraces reason and skepticism.

This volume shows how Sagan, a lifelong skeptic, refined his views and
expressed amazement that Earth, for all his belief in extraterrestrial life,
encompasses everything about which he cared.
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Though a well-regarded physicist Carl Sagan (1934-1996) is best-known as a writer of popular nonfiction
and science fiction and as the host of the PBS series Cosmos. Through his writings and spoken commentary,
he worked to popularize interests in astronomy, the universe, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life. From
the beginning of his public career, when he co-wrote Intelligent Life in the Universe to the very end as he
worked on the 1997 film adaptation of his novel Contact, these subjects absorbed him.

This interest in space was rooted in his understanding of the smallness and vulnerability of humanity
measured against the immense size and power of the universe. This profound philosophical humility, mixed
with personal exuberance, comes through in Conversations with Carl Sagan. In interviews and profiles,
Sagan discusses with verve a wide variety of topics--the environment, nuclear disarmament, religion,
politics, extraterrestrial life, astronomy, physics, robotics. Whether he is discussing his science fiction or his
well-researched nonfiction works, his voice embraces reason and skepticism.

This volume shows how Sagan, a lifelong skeptic, refined his views and expressed amazement that Earth, for
all his belief in extraterrestrial life, encompasses everything about which he cared.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
It's rare for a scientist to have enough cultural cachet to become the subject of comedy spoofs, one of Carl
Sagan's many unusual accomplishments thanks to his zeal for bringing science to the public square in his
best--selling books and his seminal television series, Cosmos. Mr. "Billions and Billions" was a brilliant,
erudite astronomer and astrophysicist with a strong interest in extraterrestrial life and a deep concern for life
on Earth. He was also charismatic, energetic, warm, and eloquent, as the editor of this lively and valuable
interview collection notes in his crisp introduction. Head uses the words love, passion, and wonder often in
his profile, and they are keys to Sagan's success. An advocate for science education, space exploration,
environmental protection, and nuclear disarmament, Sagan was controversial and a great favorite with
journalists. Head has selected 16 engaging conversations from such popular venues as Rolling Stone,
Psychology Today, The Charlie Rose Show, and NPR, and it's a boon to connect with Sagan's knowledge,
wisdom, and generosity a decade after his early death at 62. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Publisher
---Offers the first collection of interviews with Carl Sagan

---Shows the breadth of Sagan's concerns for the environment, for education, for mankind

---Contains many controversial moments

About the Author

Tom Head of Jackson, Mississippi, is a writer and poet whose work includes Women and Families (Voices
from the Civil War), Possessions and Exorcisms (Fact or Fiction?), and 1966 (The Turbulent 60s)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Conversations with Carl Sagan
(Literary Conversations) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

William Coker:

Often the book Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Frances Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Alex Estepp:

Beside this specific Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book along with read it from currently!
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