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In the ancient Greco-Roman world, it was common practice to curse or bind an
enemy or rival by writing an incantation on a tablet and dedicating it to a god or
spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called defixiones were intended
to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E.
and the 5th Century C.E., have been discovered from North Africa to England,
and from Syria to Spain. Extending into every aspect of ancient life--athletic and
theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and
the recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical
study previously inaccessible. Here, for the first time, these texts have been
translated into English with a substantial translator's introduction revealing the
cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient
magic.
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incantation on a tablet and dedicating it to a god or spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called
defixiones were intended to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E. and the 5th Century C.E.,
have been discovered from North Africa to England, and from Syria to Spain. Extending into every aspect of
ancient life--athletic and theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and the
recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical study previously inaccessible.
Here, for the first time, these texts have been translated into English with a substantial translator's
introduction revealing the cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient magic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There is ample reason...to be extremely grateful to Gager and his associates for having provided such a rich
and accessible collection of these fascinating and culturally important documents."--Bryn Mawr Classical
Review

"The material is fascinating, and provides a view of antiquity from an unaccustomed angle....Of immense
value to students of the ancient world and of the history of religion."--Times Literary Supplement

"Spellbinding."--Christian Century

"A thorough and scholarly book, of immense value to students of the ancient world and of the history of
religion."--Ancient History

"The editor and publisher are to be commended for making an important aspect of ancient popular religion
accessible to a wide audience."--Journal of Religion

About the Author
John G. Gager is at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.



Joshua Rodrigue:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Curse Tablets and Binding Spells
from the Ancient World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World become
your personal starter.

Ricardo Boddie:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the
Ancient World book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Curse Tablets and
Binding Spells from the Ancient World as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Darrel Mason:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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