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Since the occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 1967, more than a
quarter of the Palestinians have been imprisoned by Israel on political grounds.

This is the first major study that examines the community of Palestinian political
prisoners in the Israeli prison system. Esmail Nashif explicates the processes that
transformed this colonial system into a Palestinian generative site for
constructing national, social, and cultural identities.

Based on ethnographic, archival, and textual data, the book explores the material
conditions of the prison, the education system, organizational structure, and the
intellectual and aesthetic dimensions of the community’s building processes.
Like other political prisoners in the late colonial era, in the Arab World, and
South Africa, the Palestinian prisoners over-invested in meaning production and
its related techniques of reading, writing and interpretation in order to regain
their historical agency. This community came to be one of the major sites of the
Palestinian national movement, and as such reshaped the realities of the
Palestine/Israel conflict at many levels that challenged both the Palestinian
national movement and the Israeli authorities.

Theoretically grounded, well-written and illuminating, this book covers a field
which is not very recurrent in the academic works and is certain to advance
Palestinian scholarship substantially.
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Since the occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 1967, more than a quarter of the Palestinians
have been imprisoned by Israel on political grounds.

This is the first major study that examines the community of Palestinian political prisoners in the Israeli
prison system. Esmail Nashif explicates the processes that transformed this colonial system into a Palestinian
generative site for constructing national, social, and cultural identities.

Based on ethnographic, archival, and textual data, the book explores the material conditions of the prison, the
education system, organizational structure, and the intellectual and aesthetic dimensions of the community’s
building processes. Like other political prisoners in the late colonial era, in the Arab World, and South
Africa, the Palestinian prisoners over-invested in meaning production and its related techniques of reading,
writing and interpretation in order to regain their historical agency. This community came to be one of the
major sites of the Palestinian national movement, and as such reshaped the realities of the Palestine/Israel
conflict at many levels that challenged both the Palestinian national movement and the Israeli authorities.

Theoretically grounded, well-written and illuminating, this book covers a field which is not very recurrent in
the academic works and is certain to advance Palestinian scholarship substantially.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Esmail Nashif is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at
Bir Zeit University.  His main research interests concern language, ideology, and aesthetics.  He has
published many articles on the Palestinian and Israeli cultures both in English and Arabic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

This book untitled Palestinian Political Prisoners: Identity and community (Routledge Studies on the Arab-
Israeli Conflict) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Roger Hodge:

Palestinian Political Prisoners: Identity and community (Routledge Studies on the Arab-Israeli Conflict) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Palestinian Political Prisoners: Identity and community (Routledge
Studies on the Arab-Israeli Conflict) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn
you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Randy Acevedo:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Palestinian Political Prisoners: Identity and
community (Routledge Studies on the Arab-Israeli Conflict). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.



Alita Schmidt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this Palestinian Political Prisoners: Identity and community (Routledge Studies on the Arab-Israeli
Conflict) can make you sense more interested to read.
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