
Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell
Family Books)

By Charlotte Cote

Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) By Charlotte Cote

Following the removal of the gray whale from the Endangered Species list in
1994, the Makah tribe of northwest Washington State announced that they would
revive their whale hunts; their relatives, the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation of British
Columbia, shortly followed suit. Neither tribe had exercised their right to whale -
in the case of the Makah, a right affirmed in their 1855 treaty with the federal
government - since the gray whale had been hunted nearly to extinction by
commercial whalers in the 1920s. The Makah whale hunt of 1999 was an event
of international significance, connected to the worldwide struggle for aboriginal
sovereignty and to the broader discourses of environmental sustainability, treaty
rights, human rights, and animal rights. It was met with enthusiastic support and
vehement opposition.

As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, Charlotte Cote offers a valuable
perspective on the issues surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present.
Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual functions that have been at
the core of Makah and Nuu-chahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even
as Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined
their cultures, they remained connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling
has implications for the physical, mental, and spiritual health of these Native
communities today, Cote asserts. Whaling, she says, “defines who we are as a
people.”

Her analysis includes major Native studies and contemporary Native rights
issues, and addresses environmentalism, animal rights activism, anti-treaty
conservatism, and the public’s expectations about what it means to be “Indian.”
These thoughtful critiques are intertwined with the author’s personal reflections,
family stories, and information from indigenous, anthropological, and historical
sources to provide a bridge between cultures.
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Following the removal of the gray whale from the Endangered Species list in 1994, the Makah tribe of
northwest Washington State announced that they would revive their whale hunts; their relatives, the Nuu-
chah-nulth Nation of British Columbia, shortly followed suit. Neither tribe had exercised their right to whale
- in the case of the Makah, a right affirmed in their 1855 treaty with the federal government - since the gray
whale had been hunted nearly to extinction by commercial whalers in the 1920s. The Makah whale hunt of
1999 was an event of international significance, connected to the worldwide struggle for aboriginal
sovereignty and to the broader discourses of environmental sustainability, treaty rights, human rights, and
animal rights. It was met with enthusiastic support and vehement opposition.

As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, Charlotte Cote offers a valuable perspective on the issues
surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present. Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual
functions that have been at the core of Makah and Nuu-chahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even
as Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined their cultures, they
remained connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling has implications for the physical, mental, and
spiritual health of these Native communities today, Cote asserts. Whaling, she says, “defines who we are as a
people.”

Her analysis includes major Native studies and contemporary Native rights issues, and addresses
environmentalism, animal rights activism, anti-treaty conservatism, and the public’s expectations about what
it means to be “Indian.” These thoughtful critiques are intertwined with the author’s personal reflections,
family stories, and information from indigenous, anthropological, and historical sources to provide a bridge
between cultures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Spirits of Our Whaling Ancestors will appeal to a wide audience. Natives and non-Natives . . . North
American historians . . . Environmental and legal scholars . . . The cohort belonging to the emerging field of
food studies. . ."?Rachel Herrmann, Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Winter 2010/2011

"A relatively small book of potentially immense importance. The central issue it covers . . . is one that
resonates with attempts by indigenous people worldwide to maintain their customary subsistence
patterns."?Indigenous Peoples Issues and Resources

"An examination of the issues surrounding indigenous whaling, brought into the public spotlight when the
Makah tribe of Washington and the Nuu-Chah-Nulth nation of British Columbia decided to resume whale
hunting."?Seattle Times

"Cote does an excellent job of tracing the various strands that led up to the 1999 Makah hunt and includes a
cultural overview and background as well as politco-legal and environmental contexts. . . As a member of
the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nation and a descendent of a prominent whaling lineage, the information she has
access to and the insights it provides make this book unique."?Choice

Review
"This work, by an Indigenous scholar who also has hereditary rights to particular kinds of information and
who shares the traditions of her own family and community, makes a powerful contribution to Northwest
Coast Indigenous and environmental history."?Coll Thrush, author of Native Seattle: Stories from the
Crossing?Over Place

"An excellent and timely book that chronicles the revitalization of the honored whaling tradition among the
Makah and Nuu?chah?nulth but also raises broader issues of eco?colonialism, identity, and
self?determination within the cultural nexus and political ecology of modern environmentalism and
indigenous hunting economies."?Thomas Thornton, author of Being and Place among the Tlingit

From the Inside Flap
As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nation, Charlotte Coté offers a valuable perspective on the issues
surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present. Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual
functions that have been at the core of Makah and Nuuchahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even as
Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined their cultures, they remained
connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling has implications for the physical, mental, and spiritual
health of these Native communities today, Coté asserts. Whaling, she says, "defines who we are as a people."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If



you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family
Books) to read.

Lauren Allison:

Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Spirits of our
Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Nellie Nelson:

This Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) is fresh way for you who has attention to look
for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors
(Capell Family Books) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and also knowledge.

Kathryn Hebert:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Spirits of our
Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books). You can more pleasing than now.
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