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Award-winning artist Jon J Muth retells the favorite tale of a selfish community
who is tricked into creating a delicious soup from stones. Set in China in Muth's
hauntingly beautiful watercolors.

Three strangers, hungry and tired, pass through a war-torn village. Embittered
and suspicious from the war, the people hide their food and close their windows
tight. That is, until the clever strangers suggest making a soup from stones.
Intrigued by the idea, everyone brings what they have until-- together, they have
made a feast fit for a king!

In this inspiring story about the strength people possess when they work together,
Muth takes a simple, beloved tale and adds his own fresh twist.
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Award-winning artist Jon J Muth retells the favorite tale of a selfish community who is tricked into creating
a delicious soup from stones. Set in China in Muth's hauntingly beautiful watercolors.

Three strangers, hungry and tired, pass through a war-torn village. Embittered and suspicious from the war,
the people hide their food and close their windows tight. That is, until the clever strangers suggest making a
soup from stones. Intrigued by the idea, everyone brings what they have until-- together, they have made a
feast fit for a king!

In this inspiring story about the strength people possess when they work together, Muth takes a simple,
beloved tale and adds his own fresh twist.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 1-3-Muth has taken this old tale and transplanted it from its traditional European setting to China. The
tricksters are no longer hungry travelers or soldiers but Buddhist monks. Their goal in fooling the villagers is
not to fill their own stomachs but rather to enlighten them about the happiness that comes from sharing.
Muth's characteristic watercolor illustrations, with their striking use of misty hues contrasted with bright
primaries, are expertly done and convey a distinct sense of place. In his author's note, the reteller details the
elements of Chinese folklore that he incorporated into the story as well as the symbols from Eastern culture
used in the artwork. However, Muth's decision to alter the motivation of the tricksters also depresses some of
the humor in the story and gives it a moralistic tone. In addition, the likelihood that these initially suspicious
and reclusive villagers would become truly happy people as a result of their own gullibility is slim. This is a
beautifully executed book with a flawed story line.
Grace Oliff, Ann Blanche Smith School, Hillsdale, NJ
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
K-Gr. 2. Muth freshens a familiar folktale with a change of setting. Three Zen monks arrive in a Chinese
mountain village where hard times have made villagers distrustful of strangers and selfish toward one
another. Undeterred by a lack of welcome, the monks set about preparing dinner soup, which, as the story
traditionally goes, draws the villagers from their sheltered homes with ingredients to enrich the pot, thereby
reinvigorating the community. The muted, unexceptional telling is less successful than the expressive
pictures, which bloom in color as the soup thickens; the misty grays and blues of the mountains and empty
village square gradually become vibrant, climaxing in a spread of villagers eating at a crowded, seemingly
endless table, enjoying food and one another's company beneath the glow of red lanterns. A note at the back
explains Muth's change of venue. An unusual version that kids will want to compare to other adaptations of
the story. Stephanie Zvirin
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Delicious and satisfying." -- The Horn Book
* "With the same aesthetic grace he displayed with Tolstoy's The Three Questions, Muth here transports a
classic tale to rural China. The setting not only allows his evocative, impressionistic watercolors to play over
mist and mountains but also affords an opportunity for Buddhist underpinnings. ... And while the tale of
"Stone Soup" can be told to make fools of the villagers, here it becomes an offering as generous as Muth's
villagers turn out to be. -- Publishers Weekly, starred review

"[Muth's] His respect for Chinese people and their culture makes this serving of fusion cuisine delicious and
satisfying" -Horn Book

"Muth's characteristic watercolor illustrations. . . are expertly done and convey a distinct sense of place." -
School Library Journal

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Stone Soup will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Teresa Vanhook:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Stone Soup to read.

Joseph Wood:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which you should start with. This Stone Soup is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kenneth Flowers:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Stone Soup why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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