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Bill Porter, a Watkins salesman with cerebal palsy, has been featured in a
Portland Oregonian story that was reprinted in Reader’s Digest and an episode of
20/20 in 1995 that is still one of their highest rated segments with the most
viewer response. In March of 2002, TNT will air the made-for-television movie
starring William H. Macy, Helen Mirren, and Kyra Sedgewick based on Bill’s
life. This book will be the only book available about Bill Porter. The book is
written by a woman who first worked for Bill as a typist and driver to deliver his
orders and who later became a friend and co-speaker with him. Through simple
yet moving life lessons, Shelly Brady tells the story of Bill’s life and how she
came to know him. The “ten things” include “Mothers Know Best,”
“Teamwork,” “Persistence Pays Off,” “Don’t Take No for an Answer,” and
“Know Your Limits But Reach Beyond Them.” Included in the book will be
photos of Bill growing up and a few samples of the letters and emails he receives
from those who have heard his story. These lessons may sound simple, but told
through the life and experiences of a man who authorities would have sent to an
institution and who could have lived on disability all his life but instead chose to
take a physically demanding life of a door to door salesman in the worst
neighborhood of Portland (without pay, only commissions), they become
powerful beacons to those of us with fewer obstacles, perhaps, but more
resistance to living fully. Bill Porter graduated from high school at the age of 22
because he first had to go through a special school for the handicapped, even
though his only handicaps are physical and not mental. Rather than take
disability, he sought a job and eventually was able to sell Watkins products door
to door because he would work totally on commission and took on a territory no
one else wanted. He went on to become the top grossing salesman in Portland,
the Northwest, and the U.S. Bill has found ways to live the life he wants
regardless of the nay-sayers around him. Whether it is finding cooperative
bellmen at the hotel downtown to button his cuffs and tie his shoes or beaming a
video to his speaking engagements because of ill-health, Bill gets the job done.
And he does it all with a smile and a wave and without one moment of doubt or
self-pity. The world may not need the vanilla and other household products that
Bill Porter peddles door to door, but it sure does need more Bill Porters.
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Editorial Review

Review
'We love TEN THINGS I LEARNED FROM BILL PORTER... a testament to courage, love, the power of
relationships and optimism of spirit. An amazing gift.' -- Top Sante 20031201 Incredible inspiration about
the power of the spirit on every page. Uplifting.' -- Health & Fitness 20030901 'Bill Porter is a sterling
example that each of us can overcome any adversity, setback or handicap. Bill is inspirational to everyone.' --
Mark Victor Hansen, co-creator, NYT bestselling CH 20030901 'Oftentimes, a disability or a disease will
drain the life out of a person -- in Bill Porter's case, it seems to have done the opposite. He is an example and
inspiration to us all.' -- Dr Stephen R. Covey, author of THE 7 HABITS OF HIG 20030901 ' ... Shelly's
thoughtful storytelling of how Bill has lived his life will inspire you and prove that anything is possible. A
wonderful story and a wonderful book!' -- Cynthia Kersey, author of UNSTOPPABLE 20030901

About the Author
Shelly Brady first worked for Bill Porter as a teenager, and again as an adult. She and Bill now travel the US
as motivational speakers, using the lessons of Bill's remarkable story as inspiration for all. Shelly lives in
Portland, Oregon, with her husband and six children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

This Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who
Changed Lives are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door
Salesman Who Changed Lives can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True
Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who Changed Lives giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Richard Fentress:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-
Door Salesman Who Changed Lives can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Ruby Martinez:

Why? Because this Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door
Salesman Who Changed Lives is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kimberly Morris:

Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who
Changed Lives can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring
True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who Changed Lives but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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