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"The art historian after Erwin Panofsky and Ernst Gombrich is not only
participating in an activity of great intellectual excitement; he is raising and
exploring issues which lie very much at the centre of psychology, of the sciences
and of history itself. Svetlana Alpers's study of 17th-century Dutch painting is a
splendid example of this excitement and of the centrality of art history among
current disciples. Professor Alpers puts forward a vividly argued thesis. There is,
she says, a truly fundamental dichotomy between the art of the Italian
Renaissance and that of the Dutch masters. . . . Italian art is the primary
expression of a 'textual culture,' this is to say of a culture which seeks
emblematic, allegorical or philosophical meanings in a serious painting. Alberti,
Vasari and the many other theoreticians of the Italian Renaissance teach us to
'read' a painting, and to read it in depth so as to elicit and construe its several
levels of signification. The world of Dutch art, by the contrast, arises from and
enacts a truly 'visual culture.' It serves and energises a system of values in which
meaning is not 'read' but 'seen,' in which new knowledge is visually
recorded."—George Steiner, Sunday Times

"There is no doubt that thanks to Alpers's highly original book the study of the
Dutch masters of the seventeenth century will be thoroughly reformed and
rejuvenated. . . . She herself has the verve, the knowledge, and the sensitivity to
make us see familiar sights in a new light."—E. H. Gombrich, New York Review
of Books
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century.

Emma Latshaw:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Art of
Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Deborah Ryan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer connected with The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the
Seventeenth Century is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Effie Peoples:

You will get this The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and



searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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