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The magnificent, unrivaled history of codes and ciphers—how they're made, how
they're broken, and the many and fascinating roles they've played since the dawn
of civilization in war, business, diplomacy, and espionage—updated with a new
chapter on computer cryptography and the Ultra secret.

Man has created codes to keep secrets and has broken codes to learn those secrets
since the time of the Pharaohs. For 4,000 years, fierce battles have been waged
between codemakers and codebreakers, and the story of these battlesis
civilization's secret history, the hidden account of how wars were won and lost,
diplomatic intrigues foiled, business secrets stolen, governments ruined,
computers hacked. From the XY Z Affair to the Dreyfus Affair, from the Gallic
War to the Persian Gulf, from Druidic runes and the kaballah to outer space, from
the Zimmermann telegram to Enigma to the Manhattan Project, codebreaking has
shaped the course of human events to an extent beyond any easy reckoning. Once
a government monopoly, cryptology today touches everybody. It secures the
Internet, keeps e-mail private, maintains the integrity of cash machine
transactions, and scrambles TV signals on unpaid-for channels. David Kahn's
The Codebreaker s takes the measure of what codes and codebreaking have meant
in human history in a single comprehensive account, astonishing in its scope and
enthralling in its execution. Hailed upon first publication as a book likely to
become the definitive work of its kind, The Codebreakers has more than lived up
to that prediction: it remains unsurpassed. With a brilliant new chapter that
makes use of previoudy classified documentsto bring the book thoroughly up to
date, and to explore the myriad ways computer codes and their hackers are
changing all of our lives, The Codebreakersis the skeleton key to athousand
thrilling true stories of intrigue, mystery, and adventure. It is a masterpiece of the
historian's art.
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many and fascinating roles they've played since the dawn of civilization in war, business, diplomacy, and
espionage—updated with a new chapter on computer cryptography and the Ultra secret.

Man has created codes to keep secrets and has broken codes to learn those secrets since the time of the
Pharaohs. For 4,000 years, fierce battles have been waged between codemakers and codebreakers, and the
story of these battlesis civilization's secret history, the hidden account of how wars were won and lost,
diplomatic intrigues foiled, business secrets stolen, governments ruined, computers hacked. From the XY Z
Affair to the Dreyfus Affair, from the Gallic War to the Persian Gulf, from Druidic runes and the kaballah to
outer space, from the Zimmermann telegram to Enigma to the Manhattan Project, codebreaking has shaped
the course of human events to an extent beyond any easy reckoning. Once a government monopoly,
cryptology today touches everybody. It secures the Internet, keeps e-mail private, maintains the integrity of
cash machine transactions, and scrambles TV signals on unpaid-for channels. David Kahn's The
Codebreakers takes the measure of what codes and codebreaking have meant in human history in asingle
comprehensive account, astonishing in its scope and enthralling in its execution. Hailed upon first
publication as a book likely to become the definitive work of its kind, The Codebreakers has more than lived
up to that prediction: it remains unsurpassed. With a brilliant new chapter that makes use of previously
classified documents to bring the book thoroughly up to date, and to explore the myriad ways computer
codes and their hackers are changing all of our lives, The Codebreakersis the skeleton key to athousand
thrilling true stories of intrigue, mystery, and adventure. It is a masterpiece of the historian's art.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"Few false ideas have more firmly gripped the minds of so many intelligent men than the one that, if they
just tried, they could invent a cipher that no one could break," writes David Kahn in this massive (almost
1,200 pages) volume. Most of The Codebreakers focuses on the 20th century, especially World War 11. But
its reach is long. Kahn traces cryptology's origins to the advent of writing. It seems that as soon as people
learned how to record their thoughts, they tried to figure out ways of keeping them hidden. Kahn covers
everything from the theory of ciphering to the search for "messages’ from outer space. He concludes with a
few thoughts about encryption on the Internet.

Review

The Washington Post Kahn has produced a tour de force...The volume is an anthology of a hundred detective
stories, one more ingenious than the last, and all real, central to the fate of armies and
kingdoms....Magnificent.

The Christian Science Monitor A literary blockbuster...for many evening of gripping reading, no better
choice can be made than this book.

Time Perhaps the best and most compl ete account of cryptography yet published.

The New York Times Book Review A notable achievement...Mr. Kahn has presented the speciaist and the
general public with alavishly comprehensive introduction to a subject of basic significance for both.

Prepublication National Security Agency Evaluation, now declassified The book in its entirelty constitutes
the most publicly revealing picture that has ever been presented of U.S. Sigint activities and the agencies
engaged in thisfield.

From the Back Cover

Man has created codes to keep secrets and has broken codes to learn those secrets since the time of the
Pharaohs. For 4,000 years, fierce battles have been waged between codemakers and codebreakers, and the
story of these battlesis civilization's secret history, the hidden account of how wars were won and lost,
diplomatic intrigues foiled, business secrets stolen, governments ruined, computers hacked. From the XY Z
Affair to the Dreyfus Affair, from the Gallic War to the Persian Gulf, from Druidic runes and the kaballah to
outer space, from the Zimmermann telegram to Enigma to the Manhattan Project, codebreaking has shaped
the course of human events to an extent beyond any easy reckoning. Once a government monopoly,
cryptology today touches everybody. It secures the Internet, keeps e-mail private, maintains the integrity of
cash machine transactions, and scrambles TV signals on unpaid-for channels. David Kahn's The
Codebreakers takes the measure of what codes and codebreaking have meant in human history in asingle
comprehensive account, astonishing in its scope and enthralling in its execution. Hailed upon first
publication as a book likely to become the definitive work of its kind, The Codebreakers has more than lived
up to that prediction: it remains unsurpassed. With a brilliant new chapter that makes use of previously
classified documents to bring the book thoroughly up to date, and to explore the myriad ways computer
codes and their hackers are changing all of our lives, The Codebreakersis the skeleton key to a thousand
thrilling true stories of intrigue, mystery, and adventure. It is a masterpiece of the historian's art.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Randall Bar bee:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turninto alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typicaly the The Codebreakers: The
Comprehensive History of Secret Communication from Ancient Times to the Internet is kind of book which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Anthony Vice:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test |ook
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Codebreakers. The Comprehensive History of Secret
Communication from Ancient Times to the Internet can be very good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Warren Cruz:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirementsis The Codebreakers: The Comprehensive History of Secret
Communication from Ancient Times to the Internet this publication consist alot of the information on the
condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect stylesthat writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes
this book. Here iswhy this book suited all of you.

Shirley Pedro:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Codebreakers: The Comprehensive History of Secret Communication from Ancient



Times to the Internet when you needed it?
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