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The first Franciscan friar to occupy a chair of theology at Oxford, Adam Marsh
became famous both in England and on the continent as one of the foremost
Biblical scholars of his time. He moved with equal assurance in the world of
politics and the scholastic world of the university. Few men without official
position can have had their advice so eagerly sought by so many in high places.
He was counselor to King Henry III and the queen, the spiritual director of
Simon de Montfort and his wife, the devoted friend and counselor of Robert
Grosseteste, and consultant to the rulers of the Franciscan order.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of his influence as mentor and
spiritual activator of a circle of idealistic clergy and laymen, whose pressure for
reform in secular government as well as in the Church culminated in the political
upheavals of the years 1258-65. The collection of his letters, compiled by an
unknown copyist within thirty years of his death, is perhaps the most illuminating
and historically important series of private letters to be produced in England
before the fifteenth century. The inclusion among his correspondents of such
notable figures as Grosseteste, de Montfort, Queen Eleanor, and Archbishop
Boniface, make the collection a source of primary importance for the political
history of England, the English Church, and the organization of Oxford
University in the turbulent middle years of the thirteenth century.

This critical edition, which supersedes the only previous edition published by J.
S. Brewer in the Rolls Series nearly 150 years ago, is accompanied for the first
time by an English translation. Volume II contains a further set of letters and
indices to both volumes.
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The first Franciscan friar to occupy a chair of theology at Oxford, Adam Marsh became famous both in
England and on the continent as one of the foremost Biblical scholars of his time. He moved with equal
assurance in the world of politics and the scholastic world of the university. Few men without official
position can have had their advice so eagerly sought by so many in high places. He was counselor to King
Henry III and the queen, the spiritual director of Simon de Montfort and his wife, the devoted friend and
counselor of Robert Grosseteste, and consultant to the rulers of the Franciscan order.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of his influence as mentor and spiritual activator of a circle of
idealistic clergy and laymen, whose pressure for reform in secular government as well as in the Church
culminated in the political upheavals of the years 1258-65. The collection of his letters, compiled by an
unknown copyist within thirty years of his death, is perhaps the most illuminating and historically important
series of private letters to be produced in England before the fifteenth century. The inclusion among his
correspondents of such notable figures as Grosseteste, de Montfort, Queen Eleanor, and Archbishop
Boniface, make the collection a source of primary importance for the political history of England, the
English Church, and the organization of Oxford University in the turbulent middle years of the thirteenth
century.

This critical edition, which supersedes the only previous edition published by J. S. Brewer in the Rolls Series
nearly 150 years ago, is accompanied for the first time by an English translation. Volume II contains a
further set of letters and indices to both volumes.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from other book by this author:
''This volume is accompanied...by a fine introduction to Adam himself and to the general context in which
his life was played out. The translations are clear and perserve effectively the slightly fussy scholarly tone of
the original. When the second volume of letters appears, it will surely replace
Brewer's original volumes for the Rolls series as the definitive edition."

--Andrew Jotischky, Journal of Ecclesiastical History

''C. H. L. is to be warmly congratulated on this fine edition, which does much to illuminate the life of the
Franciscan order and the condition of the Church in 13th century England."

--Michael Robson, Revue d'Histoire Ecclesiastique

"...a most welcome addition to its series."

--G. R. Evans, Journal of Theological Studies

''a comprehensive introduction by the editor, C.H. Lawrence, and 109 of the 246 extant letters of Adam
Marsh ... These letters contribute to a deeper understanding of the politics, both ecclesiastical and secular, of
the time and of the organisation of the University of Oxford."

--Pluscarden Benedictines

''C.H. Lawrence's admirable edition...has made a scrupulously faithful translation of the tediously elaborate
Latin into a graceful, slightly old-fashioned English which is a pleasure to read."

--Medium Aevum

About the Author
Hugh Lawrence is Professor Emeritus at Bedford College at the University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Letters of Adam Marsh:
Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.



Jennifer Howard:

The particular book The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Clifford Hudgins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts)
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Richard Jimenez:

Beside this particular The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book and read it from currently!
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