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This remarkable book is the most ambitious work on mythology since that of the
renowned Mircea Eliade, who all but single-handedly invented the modern study
of myth and religion. Focusing on the oldest avail able texts, buttressed by data
from archeology, comparative linguistics and human population genetics,
Michael Witzel reconstructs a single original African source for our collective
myths, dating back some 100,000 years. Identifying features shared by this"Out
of Africa' mythology and its northern Eurasian offshoots, Witzel suggests that
these common myths--recounted by the communities of the "African Eve'--are
the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these common features,
Witzel shows, survivetoday in al major religions. Witzel's book isan
intellectual hand grenade that will doubtless generate considerable excitement--
and consternation--in the scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in
mythology will want to grapple with Witzel's extraordinary hypothesis about the
spirituality of our common ancestors, and to understand what it tells us about our
modern cultures and the way they are linked at the deepest level.
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Michael Witzel reconstructs asingle original African source for our collective myths, dating back some
100,000 years. |dentifying features shared by this"Out of Africa' mythology and its northern Eurasian
offshoots, Witzel suggests that these common myths--recounted by the communities of the "African Eve'--
are the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these common features, Witzel shows, survive
today in all major religions. Witzel's book is an intellectual hand grenade that will doubtless generate
considerable excitement--and consternation--in the scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in
mythology will want to grapple with Witzel's extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common
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Editorial Review
Review

"Not since Frazer's Golden Bough has anyone achieved such a grand synthesis of world mythology. Boldly
swimming upstream against the present scholarly emphasis on difference and context, Witzel assembles
massive evidence for asingle, prehistoric, Ur-mythology. An astonishing book."--Wendy Doniger, Mircea
Eliade Distinguished Service Professor of the History of Religions at the University of Chicago and author of
The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was

"[Witzel's] novel approach brings a different perspective to the myths he analyzes. By all rights, this book
should provoke debate and is, therefore, indispensable to any research library. Summing Up: Essential.”
--CHOICE

About the Author
E.J. Michael Witzel is Wales Professor of Sanskrit at Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John King:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Origins of the World's Mythologies will make you to
become smarter. Y ou can fed more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Elaine M oor e

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book The Origins of the World's Mythol ogies had been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The publication The Origins of the World's Mythologies is not only giving you alot more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Origins of the World's Mythologies. Y ou never
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Juan Hinkson:

Exactly why? Because this The Origins of the World's Mythologies is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
isgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Ok Lord:

Y ou can obtain this The Origins of the World's Mythologies by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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