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In 2012, the United States Supreme Court became the center of the political
world. In a dramatic and unexpected 5–4 decision, Chief Justice John Roberts
voted on narrow grounds to save the Affordable Care Act, commonly known as
Obamacare. Unprecedented tells the inside story of how the challenge to
Obamacare raced across all three branches of government, and narrowly avoided
a constitutional collision between the Supreme Court and President Obama.

On November 13, 2009, a group of Federalist Society lawyers met in the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C., to devise a legal challenge to the
constitutionality of President Obama's “legacy”—his healthcare reform. It
seemed a very long shot, and was dismissed peremptorily by the White House,
much of Congress, most legal scholars, and all of the media. Two years later the
fight to overturn the Affordable Care Act became a political and legal firestorm.
When, finally, the Supreme Court announced its ruling, the judgment was so
surprising that two cable news channels misreported it and announced that the
Act had been declared unconstitutional.

Unprecedented offers unrivaled inside access to how key decisions were made in
Washington, based on interviews with over one hundred of the people who lived
this journey—including the academics who began the challenge, the attorneys
who litigated the case at all levels, and Obama administration attorneys who
successfully defended the law. It reads like a political thriller, provides the
definitive account of how the Supreme Court almost struck down President
Obama's “unprecedented” law, and explains what this decision means for the
future of the Constitution, the limits on federal power, and the Supreme Court.
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In 2012, the United States Supreme Court became the center of the political world. In a dramatic and
unexpected 5–4 decision, Chief Justice John Roberts voted on narrow grounds to save the Affordable Care
Act, commonly known as Obamacare. Unprecedented tells the inside story of how the challenge to
Obamacare raced across all three branches of government, and narrowly avoided a constitutional collision
between the Supreme Court and President Obama.

On November 13, 2009, a group of Federalist Society lawyers met in the Mayflower Hotel in Washington,
D.C., to devise a legal challenge to the constitutionality of President Obama's “legacy”—his healthcare
reform. It seemed a very long shot, and was dismissed peremptorily by the White House, much of Congress,
most legal scholars, and all of the media. Two years later the fight to overturn the Affordable Care Act
became a political and legal firestorm. When, finally, the Supreme Court announced its ruling, the judgment
was so surprising that two cable news channels misreported it and announced that the Act had been declared
unconstitutional.

Unprecedented offers unrivaled inside access to how key decisions were made in Washington, based on
interviews with over one hundred of the people who lived this journey—including the academics who began
the challenge, the attorneys who litigated the case at all levels, and Obama administration attorneys who
successfully defended the law. It reads like a political thriller, provides the definitive account of how the
Supreme Court almost struck down President Obama's “unprecedented” law, and explains what this decision
means for the future of the Constitution, the limits on federal power, and the Supreme Court.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The pitched legal battle to end the national health-care program known as Obamacare ended in a surprising
decision supported by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Roberts, a decision that promises continued strife
on the issue of health care as well as constitutional issues. Blackman, law professor, blogger, and
representative of a coalition of independent business interests opposed to the program, spent more than two
years following the legislative process that produced Obamacare and the legal challenges to the program.
Blackman argues that the process was unprecedented in many ways, including the nature of the legislation to
compel citizens to buy insurance, the legal arguments for and against, and the political pressure brought to
bear on the Left and the Right. He details the political machinations behind the Supreme Court decision in
favor of the health-care program, particularly pressure on Roberts. Blackman also explores the significance
of the decision as a galvanizing issue for conservatives and future implications for challenges to government
power. --Vanessa Bush

Review

"Excellent"
-The Wall Street Journal
"Unprecedented is the definitive account of the historic constitutional challenge to Obamacare." 
-RANDY BARNETT, Georgetown Law Center 

"This is an absorbing tale of how a landmark Supreme Court opinion was born." 
-JACK BALKIN, Yale Law School 

"This will surely be recognized as the definitive account of the convoluted litigation leading up to the
Supreme Court's historic ruling on the Affordable Care Act and of what that ruling might portend for the
future." 
-LAURENCE H. TRIBE, Harvard Law School 

"Riveting" 
-FRED BARNES, Weekly Standard

“Excellent.”  — Wall Street Journal

“Blackman has written a deeply researched, highly readable account of the conservative challenge to the
ACA, which, as a recent law graduate, he witnessed from the inside.”  — American Prospect

“A young legal scholar delivers an impressive blow-by-blow account of the court battle to defeat the
Affordable Care Act… With his strong connections among the conservative and libertarian lawyers who
mounted the constitutional challenge and his talent for translating arcane legal-speak, Blackman more than
capably captures this dramatic constitutional showdown.” — Kirkus Reviews

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Blackman, law professor, blogger, and representative of a coalition of independent business interests
opposed to the program, spent more than two years following the legislative process that produced
Obamacare and the legal challenges to the program. Blackman argues that the process was unprecedented in
many ways… Blackman also explores the significance of the decision as a galvanizing issue for
conservatives and future implications for challenges to government power.”  — Booklist

“Blackman does a stellar job of calling out both parties for their flip-flopping with respect to the individual
mandate.”  — Publishers Weekly

From the Back Cover
Praise for Unprecedented

"From being at the right place at the right time and by dint of prodigious effort, Josh Blackman got the inside
scoop on the constitutional case of the century, which he now shares with all of us. Combining information
gleaned from his extensive interviews with the principals with his constitutional expertise as a scholar,
Blackman is able to describe the litigation strategies of the parties and explain the sometimes confusing
constitutional doctrines raised by the case in language anyone can understand. Even those who were deeply
involved in the litigation stand to learn from his evenhanded exposition. I know I have. Unprecedented is the
definitive account of the historic constitutional challenge to Obamacare."
--RANDY E. BARNETT, Carmack Waterhouse Professor of Legal Theory, and director of the Georgetown
Center for the Constitution, Georgetown University Law Center

"The story of the legal challenge to Obamacare is one of the most remarkable in the nation's history, and Josh
Blackman's fascinating new book takes us through its many twists and turns with masterful aplomb.
Blackman's narrative never flags as he guides us through the ins and outs of litigation strategy and
constitutional argument. This is an absorbing tale of how a landmark Supreme Court opinion was born."
--JACK M. BALKIN, Knight Professor of Constitutional Law and the First Amendment, Yale Law School

"This will surely be recognized as the definitive account of the convoluted litigation leading up to the
Supreme Court's historic ruling on the Affordable Care Act and of what that ruling might portend for the
future. It's a rare combination of a page-turner and a careful explanation of the legal arguments--all the more
remarkable because it comes from someone who played a role in developing the challenge to the Act and
thus is anything but a disinterested observer. This is as good an example as we are likely to see of a head-to-
toe dissection of a still living legal specimen."
--LAURENCE H. TRIBE, Carl M. Loeb University Professor and Professor of Constitutional Law, Harvard
Law School 

"Riveting"
--FRED BARNES, The Weekly Standard

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Linda Livingston:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Unprecedented: The Constitutional Challenge to Obamacare.

Jessica Keith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Unprecedented: The Constitutional
Challenge to Obamacare book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Unprecedented:
The Constitutional Challenge to Obamacare as good book not just by the cover but also through the content.
This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

John Casper:

Beside this kind of Unprecedented: The Constitutional Challenge to Obamacare in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Unprecedented: The Constitutional Challenge to Obamacare because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!

Heather Bly:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Unprecedented: The Constitutional Challenge to Obamacare was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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