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The recent interpretation of Maya hieroglyphs has given us the first written
history of the New World as it existed before the European invasion. In this
book, two of the first central figures in the massive effort to decode the glyphs,
Linda Schele and David Freidel, make this history available in all its detail. A
Forest of Kings is the story of Maya kingship, from the beginning of its
institution and the first great pyramid builders two thousand years ago to the
decline of Maya civilization and its destruction by the Spanish. Here the great
historic rulers of pre-Columbian civilization come to life again with the
decipherment of their writing. At its height, Maya civilization flourished under
great kings like Shield-Jaguar, who ruled for more than sixty years, expanding
his kingdom and building some of the most impressive works of architecture in
the ancient world. Long placed on a mist-shrouded pedestal as austere, peaceful
stargazers, the Maya elites are now known to have been the rulers of populous,
aggressive city-states.

Hailed as "a Rosetta stone of Maya civilization" (Brian M. Fagan, author of
People of the Earth), A Forest of Kings is "a must for interested readers," says
Evon Vogt, professor of anthropology at Harvard University.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Two Maya archeologists base this tale of war, expansion and ritual on recently deciphered Mayan
hieroglyphics and artifacts. According to PW , the authors "vividly conjure the Maya world of cyclical time
and multiple levels of reality, a universe where all things are alive with meaning." Illustrated.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The mystique of the pre-Columbian Maya has prompted much speculation about the nature of this
sophisticated people. With the recent breaking of their elaborate hieroglyphic code, Schele and Freidel,
Mayan scholars of note, provide a new look at the Maya. Structured on sound scholarly principles, their
presentation abounds in notes, references, indexes, and chronologies with profuse line-drawings of temple
and other inscriptions. They devote a chapter to each of the major Mayan city-states. What makes this
volume more accessible and of greater impact than the average scholarly study are the frequent vignettes of
great events, kingly acts, etc., told dramatically, in a fictive but plausible style that allows the ancient Maya
at last to speak for themselves. Recommended for informed laypersons, as well as specialist and YA readers.
See also William Ferguson and others' Mesoamerica's Ancient Cities, reviewed in this issue, p. 122.--Ed.
- Jo-Ann D. Suleiman, Sanad Support Technologies, Rock ville, Md.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

David Freidel has been a Maya archaeologist for twenty years. He teaches at Southern Methodist University
in Dallas.

Linda Schele was a well-known authority on Maya writing and art, and the co-author of many books on the
Maya including The Blood of Kings and The Code of Kings. She died in 1998.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Forest of Kings:
The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.



Vincent Mireles:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Forest of Kings: The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya
as the daily resource information.

Lloyd Lake:

This A Forest of Kings: The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having A Forest of Kings: The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Sharon Baker:

You can find this A Forest of Kings: The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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