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This root-and-branch re-evaluation of Darwin’s concept of sexual selection
tackles the subject from historical, epistemological and theoretical perspectives.
Contributions from a wealth of disciplines have been marshaled for this volume,
with key figures in behavioural ecology, philosophy, and the history of science
adding to its wide-ranging relevance. Updating the reader on the debate currently
live in behavioural ecology itself on the centrality of sexual selection, and with
coverage of developments in the field of animal aesthetics, the book details the
current state of play, while other chapters trace the history of sexual selection
from Darwin to today and inquire into the neurobiological bases for partner
choices and the comparisons between the hedonic brain in human and non-
human animals.

Welcome space is given to the social aspects of sexual selection, particularly
where Darwin drew distinctions between eager males and coy females and
rationalized this as evolutionary strategy. Also explored are the current definition
of sexual selection (as opposed to natural selection) and its importance in today’s
biological research, and the impending critique of the theory from the nascent
field of animal aesthetics. As a comprehensive assessment of the current health,
or otherwise, of Darwin’s theory, 140 years after the publication of his Descent
of Man, the book offers a uniquely rounded view that asks whether ‘sexual
selection’ is in itself a progressive or reactionary notion, even as it explores its
theoretical relevance in the technical biological study of the twenty-first century.
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This root-and-branch re-evaluation of Darwin’s concept of sexual selection tackles the subject from
historical, epistemological and theoretical perspectives. Contributions from a wealth of disciplines have been
marshaled for this volume, with key figures in behavioural ecology, philosophy, and the history of science
adding to its wide-ranging relevance. Updating the reader on the debate currently live in behavioural ecology
itself on the centrality of sexual selection, and with coverage of developments in the field of animal
aesthetics, the book details the current state of play, while other chapters trace the history of sexual selection
from Darwin to today and inquire into the neurobiological bases for partner choices and the comparisons
between the hedonic brain in human and non-human animals.

Welcome space is given to the social aspects of sexual selection, particularly where Darwin drew distinctions
between eager males and coy females and rationalized this as evolutionary strategy. Also explored are the
current definition of sexual selection (as opposed to natural selection) and its importance in today’s
biological research, and the impending critique of the theory from the nascent field of animal aesthetics. As a
comprehensive assessment of the current health, or otherwise, of Darwin’s theory, 140 years after the
publication of his Descent of Man, the book offers a uniquely rounded view that asks whether ‘sexual
selection’ is in itself a progressive or reactionary notion, even as it explores its theoretical relevance in the
technical biological study of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a wide-ranging collection of articles on the evolutionary mechanism of sexual selection. … This
work will be a valuable addition to biology, history, and philosophy library collections, accessible to senior
undergraduates and above. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through
professionals/practitioners.” (R. Paul Thompson, Choice, Vol. 53 (8), April, 2016)

“Current Perspectives covers a wide range of topics surrounding sexual selection. … the book stands as an
excellent crash course for anyone hoping to catch up to speed on, in particular, the history of sexual
selection. The book’s engagement with the historical literature is impressively thorough and probably the
book’s most notable overall strength.” (Sara Weaver, Metascience, Vol. 25, 2016)

“The chapters of the current book are divided into three sections, essentially organized as past (history of
sexual selection theory), present (current challenges in sexual selection theory), and future (animal
aesthetics). This organization provides the reader with an excellent context for the concepts introduced in
each of the chapters. … This book, appropriate for serious scholars of evolutionary theory as well as
graduate-level coursework on sexual selection theory, advances the discussion and strengthens the
development of the theory.” (Robert D. Mather, PsycCRITIQUES, Vol. 60 (36), September, 2015)

From the Back Cover

This root-and-branch reevaluation of Darwin’s concept of sexual selection tackles the subject from historical,
epistemological and theoretical perspectives. Contributions from a wealth of disciplines have been marshaled
for this volume, with key figures in behavioural ecology, philosophy, and the history of science adding to its
wide-ranging relevance. Updating the reader on the debate currently live in behavioural ecology itself on the
centrality of sexual selection, and with coverage of developments in the field of animal aesthetics, the book
details the current state of play, while other chapters trace the history of sexual selection from Darwin to
today and inquire into the neurobiological bases for partner choices and the comparisons between the
hedonic brain in human and non-human animals.

Welcome space is given to the social aspects of sexual selection, particularly where Darwin drew distinctions
between eager males and coy females and rationalized this as evolutionary strategy. Also explored are the
current definition of sexual selection (as opposed to natural selection) and its importance in today’s
biological research, and the impending critique of the theory from the nascent field of animal aesthetics. As a
comprehensive assessment of the current health, or otherwise, of Darwin’s theory, 140 years after the
publication of his Descent of Man, the book offers a uniquely rounded view that asks whether ‘sexual
selection’ is in itself a progressive or reactionary notion, even as it explores its theoretical relevance in the
technical biological study of the twenty-first century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Dawn Williams:

The experience that you get from Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin?
(History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) may be the more deep you digging the information
that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin? (History, Philosophy and
Theory of the Life Sciences) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
specific Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin? (History, Philosophy and
Theory of the Life Sciences) instantly.

Norman Brown:

The particular book Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin? (History,
Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suited to you. The book Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin? (History,
Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ellis Arnold:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection:
What's left after Darwin? (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Nicole Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Current Perspectives on Sexual Selection: What's left after Darwin? (History, Philosophy and Theory
of the Life Sciences).
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