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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of
ancient culture, some of which have distinct parallels with modern sports and
their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely connected with religion,
the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the
construction of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, a major god of the
gymnasium where homoerotic liaisons reinforced the traditional hierarchies of
Greek culture. But Eros in the athletic sphere was also a symbol of life-affirming
friendship and even of political freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic
culture was not so much a field of dreams as a field of desire, where fervent
competition for honor was balanced by cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athletics is the first in-depth study of Greek body culture as
manifest in its athletics, sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive
overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and how athletics was linked with
religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and social values in an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and females made
different uses of the same contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were
fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late seventh century B.C., and
that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights
that will challenge long-held assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek
Athletics will appeal to readers interested in ancient and modern sports, religion,
sexuality, and gender studies.
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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of ancient culture, some of which
have distinct parallels with modern sports and their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely
connected with religion, the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the construction
of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, a major god of the gymnasium where homoerotic liaisons
reinforced the traditional hierarchies of Greek culture. But Eros in the athletic sphere was also a symbol of
life-affirming friendship and even of political freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic culture was not
so much a field of dreams as a field of desire, where fervent competition for honor was balanced by
cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athletics is the first in-depth study of Greek body culture as manifest in its athletics,
sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and
how athletics was linked with religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and social values in an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and females made different uses of the same
contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late
seventh century B.C., and that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights that will challenge long-held
assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek Athletics will appeal to readers interested in ancient and
modern sports, religion, sexuality, and gender studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There is a wealth of anecdotal material for the careful student of ancient sexuality...the book needs to be in
the library of every scholar of antiquity, ancient athletics, and sexuality." --Journal of the History of
Sexuality

"[An] excellent new study of the sexual dimension in Greek sport.... Scanlon also provides us with an
enlightening glimpse of Greek women in the heroic age.... Scanlon's richly informative book represents a
culmination of a lifetime's study of ancient athletics. It is amply illustrated and does not lack humour."--Erich
Segal, Times Literary Supplement

"Throughout this in-depth survey, Scanlon treats the evidence thoroughly and judiciously. Frequent
summaries keep the reader focused on the forest. Illustrations accompany many of the vases and artifacts
discussed... The book is a trove of bibliography and insights into most aspects of athletics in Greek culture.
Most importantly, Scanlon has enriched our understanding of Eros, that most potent force in every
culture."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Rewarding. Readers will find much interesting information on Greek athletics and the varied sources for it.
The section on games for women will be of particular use to many."--Classical Outlook

"A work of considerable arete in bringing together the literary and artistic connections between Eros, the
Greek god of love, and Greek athletics.... The book would be an excellent reference source for anyone
interested in ancient Greek culture, ancient athletics/sports studies, gender studies, or classical studies."--H-
Net Reviews

"A leading expert on ancient sport, Scanlon moves athletics from the periphery to the center of our
understanding of Greek life. What used to be denied--the erotic power of athletics in Greek culture and
society--is now explained. Brimming with insights, this sophisticated, balanced, and compelling examination
of the integral role of athletics in Greek culture and society should be read by all classicists and sport
historians. Insightful, sophisticated, and persuasive, Scanlon's work makes a major contribution to our
understanding of the social and cultural significance of Greek athletics."--Donald G. Kyle, University of
Texas at Arlington

About the Author



Thomas F. Scanlon is at University of California, Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Eros and Greek Athletics as the daily resource information.

Arturo McDaniel:

This book untitled Eros and Greek Athletics to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Harold Riggs:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eros and Greek Athletics can be the respond
to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Tammy Carver:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Eros and Greek Athletics was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Eros and Greek Athletics has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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