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In Hollywood Left and Right, Steven J. Ross tells a story that has escaped public
attention: the emergence of Hollywood as a vital center of political life and the
important role that movie stars have played in shaping the course of American
politics.

Ever since the film industry relocated to Hollywood early in the twentieth
century, it has had an outsized influence on American politics. Through
compelling larger-than-life figures in American cinema--Charlie Chaplin, Louis
B. Mayer, Edward G. Robinson, George Murphy, Ronald Reagan, Harry
Belafonte, Jane Fonda, Charlton Heston, Warren Beatty, and Arnold
Schwarzenegger--Hollywood Left and Right reveals how the film industry's
engagement in politics has been longer, deeper, and more varied than most
people would imagine. As shown in alternating chapters, the Left and the Right
each gained ascendancy in Tinseltown at different times. From Chaplin, whose
movies almost always displayed his leftist convictions, to Schwarzenegger's
nearly seamless transition from action blockbusters to the California governor's
mansion, Steven J. Ross traces the intersection of Hollywood and political
activism from the early twentieth century to the present.

Hollywood Left and Right challenges the commonly held belief that Hollywood
has always been a bastion of liberalism. The real story, as Ross shows in this
passionate and entertaining work, is far more complicated. First, Hollywood has
a longer history of conservatism than liberalism. Second, and most surprising,
while the Hollywood Left was usually more vocal and visible, the Right had a
greater impact on American political life, capturing a senate seat (Murphy), a
governorship (Schwarzenegger), and the ultimate achievement, the Presidency
(Reagan).
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In Hollywood Left and Right, Steven J. Ross tells a story that has escaped public attention: the emergence of
Hollywood as a vital center of political life and the important role that movie stars have played in shaping the
course of American politics.

Ever since the film industry relocated to Hollywood early in the twentieth century, it has had an outsized
influence on American politics. Through compelling larger-than-life figures in American cinema--Charlie
Chaplin, Louis B. Mayer, Edward G. Robinson, George Murphy, Ronald Reagan, Harry Belafonte, Jane
Fonda, Charlton Heston, Warren Beatty, and Arnold Schwarzenegger--Hollywood Left and Right reveals
how the film industry's engagement in politics has been longer, deeper, and more varied than most people
would imagine. As shown in alternating chapters, the Left and the Right each gained ascendancy in
Tinseltown at different times. From Chaplin, whose movies almost always displayed his leftist convictions,
to Schwarzenegger's nearly seamless transition from action blockbusters to the California governor's
mansion, Steven J. Ross traces the intersection of Hollywood and political activism from the early twentieth
century to the present.

Hollywood Left and Right challenges the commonly held belief that Hollywood has always been a bastion of
liberalism. The real story, as Ross shows in this passionate and entertaining work, is far more complicated.
First, Hollywood has a longer history of conservatism than liberalism. Second, and most surprising, while the
Hollywood Left was usually more vocal and visible, the Right had a greater impact on American political
life, capturing a senate seat (Murphy), a governorship (Schwarzenegger), and the ultimate achievement, the
Presidency (Reagan).
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

The book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars
Shaped American Politics has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Carter:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie
Stars Shaped American Politics is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Frances Stone:

Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Hollywood Left and
Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. Through the book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life by this book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics. You can more
inviting than now.
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