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In a Perfect World is critically acclaimed writer Laura Kasischke’s new novel of
marriage, motherhood, and the choices we make when we have no choices left.
Kasischke, the author of The Life Before Her Eyes, tells the story of Jiselle, a
young flight attendant who’s just settled into a fairy tale life with her new
husband and stepchildren. But as a mysterious new illness spreads rapidly
throughout the country, she begins to realize that her marriage, her stepchildren,
and their perfect world are all in terrible danger . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Poet and novelist Kasischke finds beauty amid the apocalypse in her timely seventh novel. The Phoenix flu
is sweeping the world, causing mass hysteria, arousing profound paranoia and inciting anti-American hatred
worldwide. Jiselle, 32, is a jaded flight attendant and perpetual bridesmaid who says, I do, when handsome
pilot Capt. Mark Dorn, a widower, offers her a vision of a perfect Midwestern family life far from her
humdrum job and the dangers of the pandemic. The glitch is Mark's three minor children, who view Jiselle
with derision, pity or outright hostility despite her best efforts to mother them. After the flu threat detains
Mark overseas for months and then strikes close to home, Jiselle and her stepchildren must redefine their
idea of family, community and their understanding of perfection and happiness. As their prospects of
survival dwindle, the nascent family's fragile ties grow stronger. Kasischke's penchant for disconcerting but
absorbing fiction is on display, as is her facility with language. Startling, sometimes violent images combine
with strikingly dispassionate narration to create a fictional world where terror, beauty and chaos walk hand in
hand. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“This is a doomsday book in the form of a finely observed domestic drama, showing how dysfunctional
relationships shift and soften in response to the looming menace . . . The reader may well come away with
the odd, exhilarating feeling that a spell has both been cast and broken.”

From the Back Cover

This is the way the world ends...

It was a fairy tale come true when Mark Dorn—handsome pilot, widower, tragic father of three—chose
Jiselle to be his wife. The other flight attendants were jealous: She could quit now, leaving behind the
million daily irritations of the job. (Since the outbreak of the Phoenix flu, passengers had become even more
difficult and nervous, and a life of constant travel had grown harder.) She could move into Mark Dorn's
precious log cabin and help him raise his three beautiful children.

But fairy tales aren't like marriage. Or motherhood. With Mark almost always gone, Jiselle finds herself
alone, and lonely. She suspects that Mark's daughters hate her. And the Phoenix flu, which Jiselle had
thought of as a passing hysteria (when she had thought of it at all), well . . . it turns out that the Phoenix flu
will change everything for Jiselle, for her new family, and for the life she thought she had chosen.

From critically acclaimed author Laura Kasischke comes a novel of married life, motherhood, and the
choices we must make when we have no choices left.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

The book In a Perfect World: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you



want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book In a Perfect World: A Novel? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book In a Perfect World: A Novel has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Jackie Peters:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that In a Perfect World: A Novel to
read.

Stephen Adams:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve In a Perfect World: A Novel was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Joel Kiser:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book In a Perfect World: A Novel we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life at this time book In a Perfect World: A Novel. You can more inviting
than now.
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