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In 1964 V.S. Naipaul published "An Area of Darkness", his semi-
autobiographical account of a year in India. Two visits later, prompted by the
Emergency of 1975, he came to write "India: A Wounded Civilization", in which
he casts a more analytical eye over Indian attitudes. In this work, he recapitulates
and further investigates the feelings that the vast, mysterious and agonised
continent has previously aroused in him. What he sees and what he hears -
evoked so superbly and vividly in this book - only reinforce in him his conviction
that India, wounded by a thousand years of foreign rule, has not yet found an
ideology of regeneration. 'A devastating work' - "The Times". 'Brilliant' -
"Spectator".
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Trinidadian journalist-novelist Naipaul stresses that much has changed since his 1962 trip to India, which
yielded his darkly pessimistic book India: A Wounded Civilization. In this kaleidoscopic, layered travelogue,
he portrays "a country of a million little mutinies," reeling with "rage and revolt," as percolating ideas of
freedom shake loose the old moral ethos rooted in caste and class. Despite what he terms regional, religious
and sectarian excesses, Naipaul sees possibilities for regeneration in the new freedoms, yet this skewed essay
is fraught with bewilderment and sorrow as he reels off a familiar litany of problems--terrible poverty,
shoddy manufactured goods, ugly neo-modern architecture, etc.--and comes to terms with his own past: his
ancestors were indentured servants of Indian descent. Most interesting here are the dozens of first-person
stories by Indians themselves, ranging from a wealthy young stockbroker to anti-religionists to a publisher of
women's magazines. 50,000 first printing; $50,000 ad/promo; author tour.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book by the Trinidad-born Indian author of A Turn in the South ( LJ 3/1/89) elicits pity, anger, disgust,
and a sense of betrayal at India's development since Independence. It tells of an India gone wrong, filled with
economic and political corruption. Violence between conflicting religions and a greedy society obsessed
with self-interest has smashed the idealism and hope of Nehru's developing secular India. Unfortunately,
Naipaul concentrates on urban life, interviewing business, religious, and mob leaders in Bombay, Madras,
Calcutta, and Delhi while ignoring the rural villages where the majority of India's people live. The result is
an unfocused work of social-political commentary that is fine for public libraries but adds nothing new to
more specialized collections. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 9/15/90-- John F. Riddick, Central Michigan
Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'A devastating work' The Times; 'Brilliant' Spectator

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this India: A Wounded Civilization.

Jessica Wilson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to



pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be India: A Wounded Civilization why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ella Nebel:

This India: A Wounded Civilization is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having India: A Wounded
Civilization in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Cathryn Walker:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book India: A Wounded Civilization we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book India: A Wounded Civilization. You can more
appealing than now.
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