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The international public health scare that resulted last year when a man infected
with multidrug-resistant tuberculosis flew overseas from the United States and
back illustrates both the fear and the potential impact of highly infectious
diseases in a global age. At a time when scientists warn of the potential for an
influenza epidemic to rival the deadly outbreak of 1919 and newspapers feature
alarming headlines about incidences of mad cow disease, infectious disease will
be a critical area of concern and scientific study in the twenty-first century.     
Infectious Disease collects thirty of the most exciting, innovative, and significant
articles on communicable illness published inthe pages of ScientificAmerican
magazine since 1993. With sections devoted to viral infections, infectious
disease, the immune system, and global management and treatment issues,
Infectious Disease provides general readers and students with an excellent
overview of recent research in the field. Roger I. Glass discusses a potential
vaccine for the rotavirus—a leading cause of severe childhood diarrhea world
wide and frequent killer of young children in developing nations. Jeffery K.
Taubenberger and colleagues investigate the virulent strain of influenza that
killed up to 40 million people in 1919 to suggest treatments and recommend
preventative measures. And Paul R. Epstein looks into whether global warming
could be harmful to our health, untangling research that suggests that many
diseases will flourish as Earth’s atmosphere heats up.      
The prominence of disease in the ecology and evolution of human society has
spurred investment in research and technology development, and, as a
consequence, the topic is much discussed in the general and scientific media.
Infectious Disease is the essential sourcebook for anyone looking for the solid
science and compelling narrative behind the stories that make headlines.
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The international public health scare that resulted last year when a man infected with multidrug-resistant
tuberculosis flew overseas from the United States and back illustrates both the fear and the potential impact
of highly infectious diseases in a global age. At a time when scientists warn of the potential for an influenza
epidemic to rival the deadly outbreak of 1919 and newspapers feature alarming headlines about incidences of
mad cow disease, infectious disease will be a critical area of concern and scientific study in the twenty-first
century.     
Infectious Disease collects thirty of the most exciting, innovative, and significant articles on communicable
illness published inthe pages of ScientificAmerican magazine since 1993. With sections devoted to viral
infections, infectious disease, the immune system, and global management and treatment issues, Infectious
Disease provides general readers and students with an excellent overview of recent research in the field.
Roger I. Glass discusses a potential vaccine for the rotavirus—a leading cause of severe childhood diarrhea
world wide and frequent killer of young children in developing nations. Jeffery K. Taubenberger and
colleagues investigate the virulent strain of influenza that killed up to 40 million people in 1919 to suggest
treatments and recommend preventative measures. And Paul R. Epstein looks into whether global warming
could be harmful to our health, untangling research that suggests that many diseases will flourish as Earth’s
atmosphere heats up.      
The prominence of disease in the ecology and evolution of human society has spurred investment in research
and technology development, and, as a consequence, the topic is much discussed in the general and scientific
media. Infectious Disease is the essential sourcebook for anyone looking for the solid science and
compelling narrative behind the stories that make headlines.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The vital writing style of the thirty chapters, each authored by a world expert, negates any dating. . . . Each
chapter stands alone as a readable review that informs at many different levels; the book is therefore suitable
for the layperson wanting to know about infectious diseases or for the senior academic wanting primers
outside his/her field."
(Peter Billingsley Biology)

About the Author

Scientific American, the premier general-interest science magazine, reports the most important developments
in modern science, medicine, and technology to more than three million readers worldwide. The oldest
continuously published magazine in the United States, it has been at the forefront of science for more than
150 years. The Scientific American Readers Evolution and Oceans are also published by the University of
Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Jones:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Infectious
Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific American Readers) suitable to you? The book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader
(Scientific American Readers)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Linda McGrane:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific American Readers) can
be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Shirley Davenport:

Beside this specific Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific American Readers) in your



phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific
American Readers) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Amy Smith:

This Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific American Readers) is fresh way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this
Infectious Disease: A Scientific American Reader (Scientific American Readers) can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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