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How do we learn to die? Most of us spend our lives avoiding that question, but
this luminous book--a major best-seller in France--answers it with a directness
and eloquence that are nothing less than transforming. As a psychologist in a
hospital for the terminally ill in Paris, Marie de Hennezel has spent seven years
tending to people who are relinquishing their hold on life. She tells the stories of
her patients and their families. de Hennezel teaches us how to turn death--our
loved ones' or our own--from something lonely and agonizing into a sacred
passage. She discusses the importance of an honest reckoning, the value of ritual,
the necessity of touch. In imparting these lessons, Intimate Death becomes a
guide to living more fully, more intensely, than we had thought possible.

"Unique...Of all the books I have read about the endings of our lives, this elegiac
testimony has taught me the most."--Sherwin B. Nuland, M.D., author of How
We Die

"The quiet, obvious truths [de Hennezel] discovers in her work--these things
have a kind of cumulative power."--Washington Post Book World
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
French psychologist de Hennezel shows the dying how to live every last minute to the fullest. A best seller
abroad.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Hennezel is a psychologist in a Paris hospital's palliative care unit for the terminally ill who also works with
the dying at an AIDS hospice and in their homes. This book, a best-seller in France, is basically a journal of
about a year of her professional life, which is no longer traditionally professional, for she has disposed of so-
called professional distance. She perches on the edge of the bed when she first meets a new patient, and she
freely holds and kisses her patients to assure them that they are not dying in solitude. She strives to learn
what unfinished personal business they may have with family members, friends, or themselves and helps
them conclude it. But if she gives much, she insists that she obtains even more: "true intimacy." Telling
many stirring deathbed stories, Hennezel adds powerfully to the rising chorus (e.g., in part, M. Scott Peck's
Denial of the Soul ) in favor of palliative care of the dying. Ray Olson

Review

"Unique... Of all the books I have read about the endings of our lives, this elegiac testimony has taught me
the most." - Sherwin B. Nuland, M.D., author of How We Die

"This book is a lesson in life.  The light it sheds is more intense than any mere knowledge could provide." -
President Francois Mitterand

"The quiet, obvious truth [de Hennezel] discovers in her work—these things have a kind of cumulative
power."- Washington Post Book World

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Intimate Death: How the Dying Teach Us How to Live
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The book Intimate Death: How the Dying Teach Us How to Live is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Intimate Death: How
the Dying Teach Us How to Live. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Helen Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Intimate Death: How the Dying
Teach Us How to Live book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Intimate Death: How the Dying
Teach Us How to Live as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Tara Huber:

This Intimate Death: How the Dying Teach Us How to Live is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Intimate
Death: How the Dying Teach Us How to Live can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Nicholas McNeal:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Intimate Death: How the Dying
Teach Us How to Live to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide Intimate Death: How the Dying Teach Us How to Live can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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