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In this original study of witchcraft, Gibson explores the stories told by and about
witches and their 'victims' through trial records, early news books, pamphlets and
fascinating personal accounts. The author discusses the issues surrounding the
interpretation of original historical sources and demonstrates that their
representations of witchcraft are far from straight forward or reliable. Innovative
and thought-provoking, this book sheds new light on early modern people's
responses to witches and on the sometimes bizarre flexibility of the human
imagination.
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through trial records, early news books, pamphlets and fascinating personal accounts. The author discusses
the issues surrounding the interpretation of original historical sources and demonstrates that their
representations of witchcraft are far from straight forward or reliable. Innovative and thought-provoking, this
book sheds new light on early modern people's responses to witches and on the sometimes bizarre flexibility
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Editorial Review

Review
"Future scholars will be indebted to her book, and invaluable manual and "vade mecum as well as an
original, important and stimulating monograph."
-"American Historical Review
"Several years ago the university of Exter began an interdisciplary Master's Degree progam in history and
literature of witchcraft. This book, whose author is a lecturer at Exeter, demonstrates some of the intentions
of that program. On the surface of it, "Reading "Witchcraft has an interesting and provocative premise. The
Author has taken the relatively small body of Jacobean and early Elizabethan wotchcraft pamphlets and
proposed that these documents are important and need to be taken seriously. This reviewer looked forward to
a careful analytical presentation of some of the documents, a rpesentation written in the light of the
multidisciplinary program at Exeter.."
"Such an approach to the study of the witchcraft pamphlets is nothing new. Scholars working in the area of
English witchcraft studies know these documents virtually from emmory. Earlier historians have suggested
we use these pamphlets as important primary documents and have analyzed them. They were presented by C.
L'Estrange Ewen in his anthology, "Witchcraft and Demonology, in 1933. But, it is certainly worthwhile to
encourage a detailed study of these documents and to not dismiss them out of hand as being bits of
inflammatory and sensational popular literature. Gibson proposes furhter that the documents need careful
examination and categorizing "deconstruction" as she puts it, to help the historian or sociologist evaluate the
data presented. This approach also soed not present a problem. Questions to be asked include: What exactly
was awitchcraft pamphlet?."
"Are we to take these documents as faithful descriptions of "witches"? Can we say that these documents
present "reality" from their questioning sessions, and lastly their trials? Can we determine anything from a
study of the authors of the pamphlets. What were the motivies of the authors? How close were they to the
actual events of a witch's arrest and trial? Did the pamphlets change as time passed? Such ar eGibson's
concerns. Again, these are not new concerns for a historian, but it is worthwhile mentioning them from time
to time for the enlightenment of the student or colleague.."
"The reader's problem arises in part with the arrangenemt of "Reading Witchcraftitself. this seems to be two
different books uneasily wover together. On the one hand we have a sort of "Dummies Guide to Interpreting
Witchcraft Pamphlets" and on the other hand we have a lengthy historiography essay about a large number
of recent authors who have wtried to deal with these pamphlets. One would wish the author had put her own
proposed methods of analysis into pratice more with selected specific documents ahd had left aside some of
the histography. Or, if this was not possible, then one wishes that she had written a longer book naturally
divided into two parts to present these two components in greater detail.."

About the Author
'Marion Gibson is Lecturer in English at the University of Exeter and her research interests are in witchcraft,
the occult and biography.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys



this kind of aren't like that. This Reading Witchcraft book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Reading
Witchcraft content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Reading
Witchcraft is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbara Baker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Reading Witchcraft
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
are able to pick Reading Witchcraft become your starter.

Sharon Garon:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Reading Witchcraft is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sharon Scott:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Reading Witchcraft we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Reading Witchcraft. You can more inviting than now.
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