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The past 15 years have seen declining public support for European integration,
and widespread suggestions that a legitimacy crisis faces the European Union
(EU). Many in the EU have believed that this problem could be effectively
tackled by vesting greater powers in the European Parliament (EP), the Union's
only directly-elected institution. The central argument of this book is that, while
considerable efforts have been made to increase the status of the EP, it is in
crucial respects a failure as a representative body. This failure is grounded in the
manner in which the parliament is elected. The electoral systems used for EP
elections in many EU countries are actively obstructive of Europe's voters being
represented in the way that they are most likely to respond positively towards.
While the behaviour of EP members is shaped strongly by the electoral systems
under which they are elected (which vary across the 25 member-states of the
EU), the electoral systems currently in place push most of them to behave in
ways contrary to what citizens desire. Drawing on public opinion data, surveys of
MEPs and considerable qualitative interview evidence, this book shows that the
failure of parliamentary representation in the EU has a strong foundation in
electoral institutions.
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The past 15 years have seen declining public support for European integration, and widespread suggestions
that a legitimacy crisis faces the European Union (EU). Many in the EU have believed that this problem
could be effectively tackled by vesting greater powers in the European Parliament (EP), the Union's only
directly-elected institution. The central argument of this book is that, while considerable efforts have been
made to increase the status of the EP, it is in crucial respects a failure as a representative body. This failure is
grounded in the manner in which the parliament is elected. The electoral systems used for EP elections in
many EU countries are actively obstructive of Europe's voters being represented in the way that they are
most likely to respond positively towards. While the behaviour of EP members is shaped strongly by the
electoral systems under which they are elected (which vary across the 25 member-states of the EU), the
electoral systems currently in place push most of them to behave in ways contrary to what citizens desire.
Drawing on public opinion data, surveys of MEPs and considerable qualitative interview evidence, this book
shows that the failure of parliamentary representation in the EU has a strong foundation in electoral
institutions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Farrell and Scully's study not only gives a comprehensive, accessible, and up-to-date overview of the
electoral rules under which the EP is elected, it also offers an insightful analysis of two sources of empirical
data: surveys of MEPs from all member states and face-to face interviews with British MEPs... Farrell and
Scully's book makes an important contribution to academic discussions on the EP, as well as to the research
on electoral systems more generally."--Political Science Quarterly

About the Author

David M. Farrell is Jean Monnet Chair in European Politics and Head of School of Social Sciences at the
University of Manchester.

Roger Scully is Reader in Political Science at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

The book Representing Europe's Citizens?: Electoral Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary
Representation can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Representing Europe's Citizens?: Electoral
Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary Representation? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Representing Europe's Citizens?: Electoral Institutions and the Failure of
Parliamentary Representation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Marshall:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Representing Europe's Citizens?:
Electoral Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary Representation book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Raquel Black:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Representing Europe's Citizens?: Electoral Institutions and the Failure
of Parliamentary Representation as the daily resource information.

Jose Higham:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Representing Europe's Citizens?: Electoral Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary Representation your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Representing Europe's Citizens?:
Electoral Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary Representation giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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