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What did "Son of God," "Messiah," and "Lord," mean to the first Christians when
they used these words to describe their beliefs about Jesus? In this book Margaret
Barker explores the possibility that, in the expectations and traditions of first-
century Palestine, these titles belonged together, and that the first Christians fit
Jesus' identity into an existing pattern of belief. She claims that pre-Christian
Judaism was not monotheistic and that the roots of Christian Trinitarian theology
lie in a pre-Christian Palestinian belief about angels--a belief derived from the
ancient religion of Israel, in which there was a "High God" and several "Sons of
God." Yahweh was a son of God, manifested on earth in human form as an angel
or in the Davidic King. Jesus was a manifestation of Yahweh, and was
acknowledged as Son of God, Messiah, and Lord. Barker relies on canonical and
deutero-canonical works and literature from Qumran and rabbinic sources to
present her thoughtful investigation.
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What did "Son of God," "Messiah," and "Lord," mean to the first Christians when they used these words to
describe their beliefs about Jesus? In this book Margaret Barker explores the possibility that, in the
expectations and traditions of first-century Palestine, these titles belonged together, and that the first
Christians fit Jesus' identity into an existing pattern of belief. She claims that pre-Christian Judaism was not
monotheistic and that the roots of Christian Trinitarian theology lie in a pre-Christian Palestinian belief about
angels--a belief derived from the ancient religion of Israel, in which there was a "High God" and several
"Sons of God." Yahweh was a son of God, manifested on earth in human form as an angel or in the Davidic
King. Jesus was a manifestation of Yahweh, and was acknowledged as Son of God, Messiah, and Lord.
Barker relies on canonical and deutero-canonical works and literature from Qumran and rabbinic sources to
present her thoughtful investigation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Margaret Baker is a Methodist preacher and biblical scholar. A former president of the Society for Old
Testament Study, in July 2008 she was awarded a Doctor of Divinity Lambeth degree by the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Diaz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's
Second God had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Great
Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Angeline Stallings:

Here thing why this kind of The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Great
Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God in e-
book can be your substitute.

Kelly Cruz:

The actual book The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God has a lot info on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after perusing this book.



Ralph Rodriguez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. The Great Angel: A Study of Israel's Second God can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.
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