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David Quammen's book, The Song of the Dodo, is a brilliant, stirring work,
breathtaking in its scope, far-reaching in its message -- a crucial book in
precarious times, which radically atersthe way in which we understand the
natural world and our placein that world. It's also a book full of entertainment
and wonders.

In The Song of the Dodo, we follow Quammen's keen intellect through the idesas,
theories, and experiments of prominent naturalists of the last two centuries. We
trail after him as he travels the world, tracking the subject of island
biogeography, which encompasses nothing less than the study of the origin and
extinction of all species. Why isthisisland idea so important? Because islands
are where species most commonly go extinct -- and because, as Quammen points
out, we livein an age when al of Earth's landscapes are being chopped into
island-like fragments by human activity.

Through his eyes, we glimpse the nature of evolution and extinction, and in so
doing come to understand the monumental diversity of our planet, and the
importance of preserving its wild landscapes, animals, and plants. We also meet
some fascinating human characters. By the book's end we are wiser, and more
deeply concerned, but Quammen leaves us with a message of excitement and
hope.
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David Quammen's book, The Song of the Dodo, isabrilliant, stirring work, breathtaking in its scope, far-
reaching in its message -- acrucial book in precarious times, which radically alters the way in which we
understand the natural world and our place in that world. It's also a book full of entertainment and wonders.
In The Song of the Dodo, we follow Quammen's keen intellect through the ideas, theories, and experiments
of prominent naturalists of the last two centuries. We trail after him as he travels the world, tracking the
subject of island biogeography, which encompasses nothing |ess than the study of the origin and extinction
of all species. Why isthisisland idea so important? Because islands are where species most commonly go
extinct -- and because, as Quammen points out, we live in an age when all of Earth's landscapes are being
chopped into island-like fragments by human activity.

Through his eyes, we glimpse the nature of evolution and extinction, and in so doing come to understand the
monumental diversity of our planet, and the importance of preserving its wild landscapes, animals, and
plants. We a so meet some fascinating human characters. By the book's end we are wiser, and more deeply
concerned, but Quammen leaves us with a message of excitement and hope.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In awonderful weave of science, metaphor, and prose, David Quammen, author of The Flight of the Iguana,
applies the lessons of island biogeography - the study of the distribution of species on islands and islandlike
patches of landscape - to modern ecosystem decay, offering us insight into the origin and extinction of
species, our relationship to nature, and the future of our world.

From Publishers Weekly

Quammen (Natural Acts) has successfully mixed genresin this highly impressive and thoroughly enjoyable
work. The scientific journalism isfirst-rate, with the extremely technical field of island biogeography made
fully accessible. We learn how the discipline developed and how it has changed conservation biology. And
we learn just how critical thisfield isin the face of massive habitat destruction. The book is aso a splendid
example of natural history writing, for which Quammen traveled extensively. The Channel Islands off
Cdlifornia and the Madagascan lemurs are captivatingly portrayed. Equally impressive are the character
studies of the scientists who have been at the forefront of island biogeography. From his extended historical
analysis of the journeys and insights of 19th-century biologist Alfred Russell Wallaceto hisfield and
laboratory interviews with many of the men and women who have followed in Wallace's intellectual wake,
Quammen ddlightfully adds the human dimension to his discussion of science and natural history. Using a
canvas as large as the world, he masterfully melds anecdotes about swimming el ephants, collecting fresh
feces from arboreal primates in Brazil and searching for the greater bird of paradise on thetiny island of Aru
into an irreverent masterpiece. That a book on so technical a subject could be so enlightening, humorous and
engaging is an extraordinary achievement. Author tour.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The self-contained ecosystem is again used as a benchmark in this study of evolution and extinction by the
author of Natural Acts (LJ 3/15/85).

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Victor Willis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Song of the
Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of Extinction suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of
Extinctionis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the smple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.



Athena Thornton:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Song of the Dodo: Island
Biogeography in an Age of Extinction e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who el se read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Song
of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of Extinction as good book but not only by the cover but also
with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Margo Soares:

This The Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of Extinction is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Song of the Dodo: I1sland Biogeography in an Age of Extinction in your hand like keeping the
world inyour arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

William Leone:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Song of the Dodo: Island
Biogeography in an Age of Extinction to make your current reading is interesting. Y our current skill of
reading skill is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to
available abook and go through it. Beside that the book The Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an
Age of Extinction can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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