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Sowell presents a devastating critique of the mind-set behind the failed social
policies of the past thirty years. Sowell sees what has happened during that time
not as a series of isolated mistakes but as a logical consequence of a tainted
vision whose defects have led to crises in education, crime, and family dynamics,
and to other social pathologies. In this book, he describes how elites—the
anointed—have replaced facts and rational thinking with rhetorical assertions,
thereby altering the course of our social policy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this broadside against the received wisdom of America's elite liberal intelligentsia, noted conservative
Sowell, a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, offers some strenuous arguments as well as fuzzy
generalizations. Thus, his attacks on the war on poverty, sex education and criminal justice policies forged in
the 1960s counter some slippery rhetoric by their defenders, yet his suggestion that these policies
exacerbated things is questionable. Sowell deconstructs how statistics can be distorted to prove assumptions
(that lack of prenatal care is the cause of black infant mortality) and gleefully skewers "Teflon prophets"
such as John Kenneth Galbraith (who said that big companies are immune from the market) and Paul Ehrlich
(who said starvation loomed). While "the anointed" favor explanations that exempt individuals from personal
responsibility and seek painless solutions, those with the "tragic vision" see policies as trade-offs. Sowell
scores his targets for disdaining their opponents, but this book also invokes caricature-these days, many of
"the anointed" are less unreconstructed than he assumes. Conservative Book Club and Laissez-Faire Book
Club selections.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ever the contrarian, this time Sowell targets the rhetorical methods liberals use to support their views of
social issues. Usually, they frame a crisis to which the well-educated, articulate liberal, ruthlessly disparaged
by Sowell as the "anointed," offers a categorical solution. To reach the solution, the liberal resorts to
argumentative means that Sowell regards as fallacious. Examples he cites are the "Aha!" statistic in which
condition A (say, infant mortality) is claimed to have cause B (inadequate budgets for prenatal care); or the
assertion of a policy preference as a right, which is how a federal judge ordered a public library to allow an
odoriferous, boisterous vagrant to roam the stacks--so that he could exercise his "right to receive ideas."
These means defend a worldview of perfectible man that Sowell contrasts with the "tragic" view, stemming
from human fallibility. Sowell's targets will find his criticisms irksome, if even worthy of their notice, but
avid conservatives, for whom Sowell is a true-blue intellectual force, will certainly seize upon his analysis
for succor. Gilbert Taylor

About the Author

Thomas Sowell has taught economics at a number of colleges and universities, including Cornell, University
of California Los Angeles, and Amherst. He has published both scholarly and popular articles and books on
economics, and is currently a scholar in residence at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Totten:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social
Policy. Try to make book The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Amy Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Vision of
the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Vision of the Anointed: Self-
Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policyis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that
you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Donald Chapin:

Often the book The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Vision of the
Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Helen Noyola:

This The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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