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What is a human? Are humans those with human DNA, those in possession of
traits like rationality, or those made in the image of God? The debate over what
makes human beings unique has raged for centuries. Many think that if society
accepts the wrong definition of what it is to be human, people will look at their
neighbor as more of an animal, object, or machine-making maltreatment more
likely. In the longest running claim, for over 150 years critics have claimed that
taking a Darwinist definition results in people treating each other more like
animals.

Despite their seriousness, these claims have never been empirically investigated.
In this groundbreaking book John H. Evans shows that the definitions promoted
by biologists and philosophers actually are associated with less support for
human rights. Members of the public who agree with these definitions are less
willing to sacrifice to stop genocides and are more supportive of buying organs
from poor people, of experimenting on prisoners against their will, and of
torturing people to potentially save lives. It appears that the critics are right.

However, Evans finds that few Americans agree with these academic definitions.
Looking at how most of the public defines humanity, we see a much more
nuanced picture. In a fascinating account, he shows that the dominant definitions
are unlikely to lead to human rights abuses. He concludes that the critics are right
about the definitions of a human promoted by academic biologists and
philosophers, and are therefore justified in their vigilance. However, because at
present few Americans agree with these definitions, the academic definitions
would have to spread much more extensively before impacting how the general
public acts. Evans' book is a major corrective to the more than century-long
debate about the impact of definitions of a human.
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What is a human? Are humans those with human DNA, those in possession of traits like rationality, or those
made in the image of God? The debate over what makes human beings unique has raged for centuries. Many
think that if society accepts the wrong definition of what it is to be human, people will look at their neighbor
as more of an animal, object, or machine-making maltreatment more likely. In the longest running claim, for
over 150 years critics have claimed that taking a Darwinist definition results in people treating each other
more like animals.

Despite their seriousness, these claims have never been empirically investigated. In this groundbreaking
book John H. Evans shows that the definitions promoted by biologists and philosophers actually are
associated with less support for human rights. Members of the public who agree with these definitions are
less willing to sacrifice to stop genocides and are more supportive of buying organs from poor people, of
experimenting on prisoners against their will, and of torturing people to potentially save lives. It appears that
the critics are right.

However, Evans finds that few Americans agree with these academic definitions. Looking at how most of
the public defines humanity, we see a much more nuanced picture. In a fascinating account, he shows that
the dominant definitions are unlikely to lead to human rights abuses. He concludes that the critics are right
about the definitions of a human promoted by academic biologists and philosophers, and are therefore
justified in their vigilance. However, because at present few Americans agree with these definitions, the
academic definitions would have to spread much more extensively before impacting how the general public
acts. Evans' book is a major corrective to the more than century-long debate about the impact of definitions
of a human.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this unusual, interesting exploration, Evans differentiates among four anthropologies of a what "human"
is and what human rights and their sources are. The empirical foundation comes from 355 structured private
surveys, carried out among PhD students in biology, PhD candidates in the humanities, and members of the
general American populace." CHOICE

"Evans' most significant conclusion distinguishes two realms. Academics talk about "human beings" (the
entity itself), while members of the general public focus on "being human" (the social interactions that make
one a good human)."
--C. E. Welch, University at Buffalo, SUNY

About the Author

John H. Evans is professor of sociology at the University of California, San Diego. He is the author of two
books that explain the origins of American public bioethical debate and one that examines religious people's
views of reproductive genetics. He has also published many articles on religion and politics as well as
science and religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Merry Springs:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human
Rights as your daily resource information.

Thomas Baldwin:

The actual book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights has a lot associated with on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can



obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Lisa Chaffee:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled What Is
a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human
Rights giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for
your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lorenzo Maskell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like What Is a
Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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