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Luis Alberto Urrea's Across the Wire offers a compelling and
unprecedented look at what lifeislike for those refugees living on
the Mexican side of the border—aworld that is only some twenty miles from San
Diego, but that few have seen. Urrea gives us a compassionate and candid
account of hiswork as a member and "official translator" of a crew of relief
workers that provided aid to the many refugees hidden just behind the flashy
tourist spots of Tijuana. His account of the struggle of these people to survive
amid abject poverty, unsanitary living conditions, and the legal and political
chaos that reign in the Mexican borderlands explains without a doubt the reason
so many are forced to make the dangerous and illegal journey "across the wire"
into the United States.

More than just an expose, Across the Wire is atribute to the tenacity of a
people who have learned to survive against the most impossible odds, and returns
to these forgotten people their pride and their identity.
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Luis Alberto Urrea's Across the Wire offers a compelling and unprecedented look at what lifeislike
for those refugees living on the Mexican side of the border—aworld that is only some twenty miles from
San Diego, but that few have seen. Urrea gives us a compassionate and candid account of hiswork asa
member and "official trandlator” of a crew of relief workers that provided aid to the many refugees hidden
just behind the flashy tourist spots of Tijuana. His account of the struggle of these people to survive amid
abject poverty, unsanitary living conditions, and the legal and political chaosthat reign in the Mexican
borderlands explains without a doubt the reason so many are forced to make the dangerous and illegal
journey "across the wire" into the United States.

More than just an expose, Across the Wire is atribute to the tenacity of a people who have learned to
survive against the most impossible odds, and returns to these forgotten people their pride and their identity.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Urrea, a Mexican-born American, worked from 1978 to 1982 for a Protestant aid group in Tijuana, and he
wrote these fragmentary, evocative tales of heartbreak and hope for the San Diego Reader after he returned
to theregion in 1990. "Poverty is personal: it smells and it shocks and it invades your space,” Urrea declares,
and he admits to being thrilled by both the goodness and the squalor he knew intimately. He visits the dumps
where people live, their possessions a bed and a car-battery-powered television. He travels with a Tijuana
cop, working "a city of famed vice," and learns how the cop extracts sexual favors from American women.
In one arresting chapter he records his father's death in a car accident, the tragedy compounded by police and
funeral costs and a battle with the father's insurance company. Urrea ends with a manic, magic "Christmas
story," about a gift giveaway organized by a San Diego rock radio station and attended by a band called the
Trash Can Sinatras. There Urreareunites with Negra--who as alittle girl made a shrine out of the doll he
gave her, and who says, "I never forgot you, Luis." Photos not seen by PW .

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Urrea, a San Diego native, recounts his experiences in Tijuana and other areas on the U.S.-Mexico border
from 1979 to 1991. He meets residents of the Tijuana city dump, visitsrural orphanages with American
missionaries, and goes on calls with a Tijuana police officer. Urred's candid style does not sensationalize
these situations; each of his Mexican acquaintancesis an individual whose story istold with respect and
understanding. As a persona and insightful view of Mexican border residents and their lives, Across the
Wireisamore detailed and cohesive treatment of the topic than Debbie Nathan's Women and Other Aliens (
LJ5/1/91). Highly recommended. --Gwen Gregory, U.S. Courts Lib., Phoenix

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Thisisariveting, compassionate, and beautiful narrative. | will never be able to forget this powerful book."
-John Nichoals, author of The Milagro Beanfield War

"The Borderland—the trouble zone between two countries, between two languages, the poverty which isthe
huge shadow of affluence, the place where you live when life is impossible, the time between boyhood and
manhood when a young man does crazy things, the region where the saints and the outlaws are— all these
borderlands are in Urrea's book of horrors and marvels, tenderness and rage.”- Ursula K. Le Guin, author of
The Left Hand of Darkness

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of



ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Across the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

LisaHegland:

The reserve untitled Across the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personaly is absolutely accurate.
Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Acrossthe Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

L orenzo L ogan:

Beside thiskind of Acrossthe Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border in your phone, it can give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
isfresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people livein narrow village. It is good thing to
have Across the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border because this book offersto you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book as well as read
it from today!

CharlesMcCreery:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Across the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Across
the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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