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The horse Susan Richards chose for rescue wouldn’t be corralled into her waiting
trailer. Instead Lay Me Down, a former racehorse with a foal close on her heels,
walked right up that ramp and into Susan’s life. This gentle
creature?malnourished, plagued by pneumonia and an eye infection?had endured
a rough road, but somehow her heart was still open and generous. It seemed fated
that she would come into Susan’s paddock and teach her how to embrace the joys
of life despite the dangers of living.

An elegant and often heartbreaking tale filled with animal characters as
complicated and lively as their human counterparts, this is an inspiring story of
courage and hope and the ways in which all love?even an animal’s?has the power
to heal.
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The horse Susan Richards chose for rescue wouldn’t be corralled into her waiting trailer. Instead Lay Me
Down, a former racehorse with a foal close on her heels, walked right up that ramp and into Susan’s life.
This gentle creature?malnourished, plagued by pneumonia and an eye infection?had endured a rough road,
but somehow her heart was still open and generous. It seemed fated that she would come into Susan’s
paddock and teach her how to embrace the joys of life despite the dangers of living.

An elegant and often heartbreaking tale filled with animal characters as complicated and lively as their
human counterparts, this is an inspiring story of courage and hope and the ways in which all love?even an
animal’s?has the power to heal.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The horse was Lay Me Down, a tall, scrawny, sick (with pneumonia), abused standardbred mare, with a
hostile foal at her heels and a wheezing sigh. The human was middle-aged, also abused (both as a child and
in a bad marriage), an AA veteran and the owner of three Morgan horses in upstate New York. The Morgan
mare, Georgia, was furious about the new intruder, although, Richards writes, "I blamed myself for creating
a monster, a monster named Georgia. All these years of spoiling her, of never allowing anyone else to ride
her, of letting her boss me around...." Richards's first book is an engaging, honest and low-key memoir of her
love affair with the sweet-natured Lay Me Down and her almost love affair with a fellow named Hank, with
many digressions into horse lore as well as life lore. Charming and sensitive descriptions of fiery Georgia;
the gallant, lovable old gelding, Hotshot; loyal friend and "horsewoman extraordinaire" Allie; and daily life
with animals intersperse with the trials of dating and buying underwear. The end of neither affair is happy,
but this is a bracing and likable book, highly recommended for backyard horsewomen and their admirers.
(June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The lessons of love come in many different forms. For Richards, adopting a maltreated horse impacted her
life in ways she could not have forseen. Richards adopts an emaciated mare and her foal, overriding the
small voice telling her that she already has three horses to care for and a herniated disk. Her experience with
her new charges proves profoundly instructive in terms of how love can foster growth of the human spirit
and help in overcoming pain and loss. The abused mare, Lay Me Down, proves to be one of those rare
creatures that remain gentle despite years of mistreatment, responding profoundly to the kind treatment that
is part of everyday life for Richards' animals. Fascinated by the affection this animal accords a stranger,
Richards notes the mare's courage and slowly begins to emulate it in her own life, opening up to a love affair
and its aftermath and proving to herself that she will not run when life pushes hard against her heart. Pamela
Crossland
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

PRAISE FOR CHOSEN BY A HORSE
"This is an inspirational story of what family means, and what the loss of one can do to us, and for
us."—THE BOSTON GLOBE
"Two kindred spirits find each other in this beautifully written memoir about the human-animal
bond."—TEMPLE GRANDIN

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Chosen by a Horse, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Charles Jose:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually Chosen by a Horse.

Jill Lee:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Chosen by a Horse that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Chosen by a
Horse become your starter.

Jerri Jackson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Chosen by a Horse will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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