LESLIE KANES WEISMAN

Discrimination
9)%
Design

A

Feminist
Critique

of the
Man-Made
Environment

Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique
of the Man-Made Environment

By Leslie Weisman

Read Online ©

Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the Man-Made
Environment By Leslie Weisman

Discrimination by Design is a fascinating account of the complex social
processes and power strugglesinvolved in building and controlling space. Leslie
Kanes Weisman offers a new framework for understanding the spatial
dimensions of gender and race as well as class. She traces the social and
architectural histories of the skyscraper, maternity hospital, department store,
shopping mall, nuclear family dream house, and public housing high rise. Her
vivid proseis based on exhaustive research and documents how each setting,
along with public parks and streets, embodies and transmits the privileges and
penalties of social caste. In presenting feminist themes from a spatial perspective,
Weisman raises many new and important questions. When do women feel unsafe
in cities, and why? Why do so many homeless people prefer to sleep on the
streets rather than in city-run shelters? Why does the current housing crisis pose a
greater threat to women than to men? How would dwellings, communities, and
public buildings look if they were designed to foster relationships of equality and
environmental wholeness? And how can we begin to imagine such aradically
different landscape? In exploring the answers, the author introduces usto the
people, policies, architectural innovations, and ideol ogies working today to shape
afuture in which all people matter. Richly illustrated with photographs and
drawings, Discrimination by Design is an invaluable and pioneering contribution
to our understanding of the issues of our time--health care for the elderly and
people with AIDS, homelessness, racial justice, changing conditions of work and
family life, affordable housing, militarism, energy conservation, and
thepreservation of the environment. This thoroughly readable book provides
practical guidance to policymakers, architects, planners, and housing activists. It
should be read by all who are interested in understanding how the built
environment shapes the experiences of their daily lives
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Discrimination by Design is afascinating account of the complex socia processes and power struggles
involved in building and controlling space. Leslie Kanes Weisman offers a new framework for understanding
the spatial dimensions of gender and race as well as class. She traces the social and architectural histories of
the skyscraper, maternity hospital, department store, shopping mall, nuclear family dream house, and public
housing high rise. Her vivid prose is based on exhaustive research and documents how each setting, along
with public parks and streets, embodies and transmits the privileges and penalties of socia caste. In
presenting feminist themes from a spatial perspective, Weisman raises many new and important questions.
When do women feel unsafe in cities, and why? Why do so many homeless people prefer to sleep on the
streets rather than in city-run shelters? Why does the current housing crisis pose a greater threat to women
than to men? How would dwellings, communities, and public buildings look if they were designed to foster
relationships of equality and environmental wholeness? And how can we begin to imagine such aradically
different landscape? In exploring the answers, the author introduces us to the people, policies, architectural
innovations, and ideol ogies working today to shape a future in which al people matter. Richly illustrated
with photographs and drawings, Discrimination by Design is an invaluable and pioneering contribution to
our understanding of the issues of our time--health care for the elderly and people with AIDS, homelessness,
racial justice, changing conditions of work and family life, affordable housing, militarism, energy
conservation, and thepreservation of the environment. This thoroughly readable book provides practical
guidance to policymakers, architects, planners, and housing activists. It should be read by al who are
interested in understanding how the built environment shapes the experiences of their daily lives
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Isthe building and controlling of space afeminist issue? Consider the Washington Monument, a prominent
feature of our nation's capital--atall, pointed shaft of a building. Or consider the assembly line layout of a
maternity ward--women shunted from labor to delivery to recovery--and how it dehumanizes that most
female of roles, giving birth. Leslie Kanes Weisman, former dean of architecture, offers this critique of space
management. It is complemented by practical advice on creating more inclusive architecture and community.

From Library Journal

Both Weisman and Daphne Spain ( Gendered Spaces, LJ 3/1/92) assert that the gendered arrangement and
design of space lowers women's social status. Whereas Spain studies both industrial and nonindustrial
societies and concentrates on homes and the workplace, Weisman examines primarily contemporary
American socioeconomic organizations of space. Through feminist criticism, she looks at male/female roles
in public spaces (parks), public buildings (skyscrapers and shopping malls), and private dwellings (houses,
multiple family dwellings, and housing projects). A major portion of Weisman's work focuses on
contemporary women's housing issues, offering solutions (some architectural and some economic). Despite
strong feminist biases, this volume complements Spain's and is highly recommended for academic and large
public libraries.

- Jenny Presnell, Miami Univ. Libs., Oxford, Ohio

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover

Discrimination by Design is a fascinating account of the complex social processes and power struggles
involved in building and controlling space. Leslie Kanes Weisman offers a new framework for understanding
the spatial dimensions of gender and race as well as class. She traces the social and architectural histories of
the skyscraper, maternity hospital, department store, shopping mall, nuclear family dream house, and public
housing high rise. Her vivid prose is based on exhaustive research and documents how each setting, along
with public parks and streets, embodies and transmits the privileges and penalties of socia caste. In
presenting feminist themes from a spatial perspective, Weisman raises many new and important questions.
When do women fedl unsafe in cities, and why? Why do so many homeless people prefer to sleep on the
streets rather than in city-run shelters? Why does the current housing crisis pose a greater threat to women
than to men? How would dwellings, communities, and public buildings look if they were designed to foster
relationships of equality and environmental wholeness? And how can we begin to imagine such aradically
different landscape? In exploring the answers, the author introduces us to the people, palicies, architectural
innovations, and ideol ogies working today to shape a future in which all people matter. Richly illustrated
with photographs and drawings, Discrimination by Design is an invaluable and pioneering contribution to
our understanding of the issues of our time--health care for the elderly and people with AIDS, homelessness,
racial justice, changing conditions of work and family life, affordable housing, militarism, energy
conservation, and thepreservation of the environment. This thoroughly readable book provides practical
guidance to policymakers, architects, planners, and housing activists. It should be read by al who are
interested in understanding how the built environment shapes the experiences of their daily lives and the
cultural assumptions in which they are immersed.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Gabridl:

Here thing why this specific Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the Man-Made Environment
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it dependsin
the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Discrimination by Design: A Feminist
Critique of the Man-Made Environment giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the
Man-Made Environment. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere
likein park, café, or evenin your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the Man-Made
Environment in e-book can be your substitute.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individualsto be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Discrimination by Design: A Feminist
Critique of the Man-Made Environment book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Richard Pascual:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the Man-Made Environment your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of
the Man-Made Environment giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but aso
giving you useful facts for your better lifein this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern hereis
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Debbie Yarborough:

Within this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is Discrimination by Design: A Feminist Critique of the Man-Made Environment.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By



looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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