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From the Jaws of Victory:The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the
Farm Worker Movement is the most comprehensive history ever written on the
meteoric rise and precipitous decline of the United Farm Workers, the most
successful farm labor union in United States history. Based on little-known
sources and one-of-a-kind oral histories with many veterans of the farm worker
movement, this book revises much of what we know about the UFW. Matt
Garcia’s gripping account of the expansion of the union’s grape boycott reveals
how the boycott, which UFW leader Cesar Chavez initially resisted, became the
defining feature of the movement and drove the growers to sign labor contracts in
1970. Garcia vividly relates how, as the union expanded and the boycott spread
across the United States, Canada, and Europe, Chavez found it more difficult to
organize workers and fend off rival unions. Ultimately, the union was a victim of
its own success and Chavez’s growing instability.

From the Jaws of Victory delves deeply into Chavez’s attitudes and beliefs, and
how they changed over time. Garcia also presents in-depth studies of other
leaders in the UFW, including Gilbert Padilla, Marshall Ganz, Dolores Huerta,
and Jerry Cohen. He introduces figures such as the co-coordinator of the boycott,
Jerry Brown; the undisputed leader of the international boycott, Elaine Elinson;
and Harry Kubo, the Japanese American farmer who led a successful campaign
against the UFW in the mid-1970s.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Essential reading for anyone seriously studying the farm worker movement.”
(Fernando Gapasin Working USA 2012-12-01)

“Garcia has compiled the most comprehensive history on the United Farm Workers to date, with many new
oral histories that will change how we think about the UFW.”
(Kristen Yinger Los Angeles Magazine 2012-09-01)

“A thorough history of the rise and fall of Cesar Chavez’s United Farm Workers labor union. . . . Meticulous
and timely.”
(Kirkus Reviews 2012-09-01)

"Riveting."
(M. Greenwald Choice 2013-06-01)

From the Inside Flap

“Matt Garcia's explosive new history of the United Farm Workers offers an absolutely stunning set of
revelations about the internal life of that union while at the same time demonstrating the creative brilliance of
those who organized the most important and successful boycott movement since the eve of the American
Revolution itself.” —Nelson Lichtenstein, MacArthur Foundation Chair in History, University of California,
Santa Barbara

“Matt Garcia’s From The Jaws Of Victory has done a great service in not only chronicling in all its
compelling detail what once promised to be an unprecedented revolution in the organization of agri-business
and the status of its workers, but also in telling this story with all its shadows, flaws, and shortfalls included.
Rather than give us a statue in the park with which to track and remember our history, Garcia has given us a
living, breathing monument to our actual selves and to who we might have been or yet might be. From The
Jaws of Victory is full of perspective, understanding, and respect, a must for anyone who wants to follow the
tracks of an uprising in stature and sensibility that powered some of the poorest and hardest working
Americans through their rise and fall on the national stage.” —David Harris, author of The Crisis: The
President, the Prophet, and the Shah—1979 and the Coming of Militant Islam

"From the Jaws of Victory is an essential contribution to the growing body of work on Cesar Chavez and the
farmworkers' movement. This unabashedly objective, disciplined, and honest work adds critical new textures
to the portrait of an American icon and his complex legacy." —Hector Tobar, author of Translation Nation:
Defining a New American Identity in the Spanish-Speaking United States



“Matt Garcia's Jaws of Victory is a gripping, thoroughly researched narrative about the rise and fall of the
UFW. The reader will come away with an entirely new perspective on the UFW and its iconic leader, Cesar
Chavez. Garcia pulls no punches, and, consequently, the reader is in for a roller-coaster ride of emotion as
the author unravels the cocoon that has enshrined the image of Chavez for decades. This book is the
historian's craft at its best as Garcia painstakingly takes us through a bevy of untapped primary sources to
show us the complex nature of the UFW as it lead the cause for agricultural workers' rights. Garcia reminds
us that the UFW should not be defined merely by its leader, but should be understood as a collective group of
dedicated, although sometimes flawed, individuals, who transformed the way the American public thought
about food consumption and workers' rights.” —Maria E. Montoya, author of Translating Property: The
Maxwell Land Grant and the Conflict Over Land in the American West, 1840-1900

"Matt Garcia places the reader right in the center of the struggles to create, build, and grow the farm workers
movement, represented by the emergence of the United Farm Workers of America. But he does more than
that. He examines the story of UFW leader Cesar Chavez, not from the standpoint of either further
canonizing him or from tearing him down, but from the standpoint of understanding the circumstances in
which he was operating, the decisions he made, and some of the fateful mistakes that have had a lasting
impact on the UFW. This book made me think of the famous words of the late freedom fighter Amilcar
Cabral, who cautioned justice movements to ‘tell no lies; claim no easy victories.’” —Bill Fletcher, Jr., co-
author of Solidarity Divided: The Crisis in Organized Labor and a New Path Toward Social Justice

"Matt Garcia's activist scholarship and participant observer methods give voice to the volunteers that were
the backbone of the farm worker movement. Garcia reveals two themes that are untouched by recent
critiques: that the Teamster Union acted at the behest of Richard Nixon, and that Cesar Chavez may never
have intended the UFW to be a union in the traditional sense, but instead a model for communal living."
—Fernando Gapasin, co-author of Solidarity Divided: The Crisis in Organized Labor and a New Path
Toward Social Justice

About the Author

Matt Garcia is Professor of Transborder Studies and History at Arizona State University, where he also
directs the School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies, and the Program in Comparative
Border Studies. He is the author of A World of Its Own: Race, Labor, and Citrus in the Making of Greater
Los Angeles, 1900-1970.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Barker:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This From the Jaws of Victory:
The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Jon Harrill:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled From the Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar
Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Elisabeth McBee:

This From the Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement
is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this From the Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the Farm Worker
Movement can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Betty Perez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book From the Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and
Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book From the Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and
the Farm Worker Movement has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that will.
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