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A disorder that is only just beginning to find a place in disability studies and
activism, autism remains in large part a mystery, giving rise to both fear and
fascination. Sonya Freeman Loftis’s groundbreaking study examines literary
representations of autism or autistic behavior to discover what impact they have
had on cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics of autism.
Imagining Autism looks at fictional characters (and an author or two) widely
understood as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes and Harper
Lee’s Boo Radley to Mark Haddon’s boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig
Larsson’s Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure trapped inside himself, the savant
made famous by his other-worldly intellect, the brilliant detective linked to the
criminal mastermind by their common neurology?these characters become
protean symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and
disorder. They are also part of the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis,
sometimes for good, sometimes threatening to undermine self-identity and the
activism of the autistic community.
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A disorder that is only just beginning to find a place in disability studies and activism, autism remains in
large part a mystery, giving rise to both fear and fascination. Sonya Freeman Loftis’s groundbreaking study
examines literary representations of autism or autistic behavior to discover what impact they have had on
cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics of autism. Imagining Autism looks at fictional
characters (and an author or two) widely understood as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyle’s Sherlock
Holmes and Harper Lee’s Boo Radley to Mark Haddon’s boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig
Larsson’s Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure trapped inside himself, the savant made famous by his other-
worldly intellect, the brilliant detective linked to the criminal mastermind by their common neurology?these
characters become protean symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and disorder.
They are also part of the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis, sometimes for good, sometimes
threatening to undermine self-identity and the activism of the autistic community.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very useful for those interested in disability studies, cultural studies, and literature.... Recommended."
?Choice

"An important and necessary early step in bringing the study of autism into the field of literary studies."
?Disability Studies Quarterly

"In examining the concerns and misconceptions that drive depictions of people with ASD, Loftis sheds light
on the representations that can lead to discrimination against those who have related conditions." ?Library
Journal

"This pioneering and groundbreaking study inaugurates new lines of inquiry within English and Disability
Studies, situating fictional characters and texts in conversation with trends in public discourse." ?Christopher
Wixson, Eastern Illinois University

"Sonya Loftis's book is a valuable contribution to the growing critical literature on representations of autism
in literature and popular media. She brings new perspectives to works we thought we knew and attention to
works we might have missed. An extremely intelligent book." ?Bruce E. Henderson, Ithaca College

"A groundbreaking examination of autism." ?Disability & Society

About the Author

Sonya Freeman Loftis is Assistant Professor of English at Morehouse College, where she specializes in
Shakespeare and disability studies. Her work has appeared in Disability Studies Quarterly, Shakespeare
Bulletin, SHAW: The Annual of Bernard Shaw Studies, and South Atlantic Review.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Imagining Autism: Fiction and
Stereotypes on the Spectrum. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Maria Saad:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes
on the Spectrum, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Chris Henderson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes on the Spectrum offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Clyde King:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Imagining Autism: Fiction
and Stereotypes on the Spectrum.
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