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For undergraduate/graduate-level courses in Twentieth-Century Techniques, and
Post-Tonal Theory and Analysis taken by music majors.
A primer–rather than a survey–this text offers exceptionally clear, simple
explanations of basic theoretical concepts for the post-tonal music of the
twentieth century. Emphasizing hands-on contact with the music–through
playing, singing, listening, and analyzing–it provides six chapters on theory, each
illustrated with musical examples and fully worked-out analyses, all drawn
largely from the “classical” pre-war repertoire by Schoenberg, Stravinsky,
Bartok, Berg, and Webern.
 
"Straus takes a paced, methodical, logical approach to each topic. He introduces
it in context and — perhaps most significantly of all — uses language that's so
transparent that merely to follow his descriptions, explanations and illustrations
carefully is to understand each aspect of the theory under consideration."  Mark
Sealey, Classical.net
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
A discussion of atonal, twelve-tone, and centric music.

From the Back Cover

Designed for a course in twenty-first-century techniques and analysis, this text offers a clear, comprehensive
introduction to the basic concepts of post-tonal theory. Each concept is clearly explained and richly
illustrated with examples from the musical literature. The text contains model analyses as well as carefully
graduated exercises that involve playing, singing, composing, and analyzing.

The third edition stays abreast of recent theoretical developments by including discussions of
transformational networks and graphs, contour theory, atonal voice leading, triadic post-tonality (including
neotonality), inversional symmetry, and interval cycles. As a result, this text is not only a primer of basic
concepts but also an introduction to the current state of post-tonal theory, with its rich array of theoretical
concepts and analytical tools.

The third edition also features a wide range of composers and musical styles. Although the "classical" prewar
repertoire of music by Schoenberg, Stravinsky, Bartok, Webern, and Berg still comprises the musical core,
theoretical concepts are now also illustrated with music by Adams, Babbitt, Berio, Boulez, Britten, Cage,
Carter, Cowell, Crawford, Crumb, Debussy, Feldman, Glass, Gubaidulina, Ives, Ligeti, Messiaen, Musgrave,
Reich, Ruggles, Sessions, Shostakovich, Stockhausen, Varese, Wolpe, Wuorinen, and Zwillich.

About the Author
Joseph Straus is Distinguished Professor of Music at the Graduate Center of the City University of New
York.  He taught for many years at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Queens College (CUNY).  The
author or editor of twelve books and numerous articles, mostly on topics in twentieth-century music, he is a
former President of the Society for Music Theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Strickland:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Introduction to Post-Tonal Theory
(3rd Edition) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Donald Bonilla:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Introduction to Post-Tonal Theory (3rd Edition) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Alyson Ward:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Introduction to Post-Tonal Theory (3rd
Edition) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Introduction to Post-Tonal Theory (3rd Edition)
as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Watkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Introduction to Post-Tonal Theory (3rd Edition)
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Introduction to Post-Tonal
Theory (3rd Edition) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.
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