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In this ambitious and path-breaking book, Shawn McHale challenges long held
views that define modern Vietnamese history in terms of anticolonial nationalism
and revolution. McHale argues instead for a historiography that does not
overstress either the role of politics in general or Communism in particular.
Using a wide range of sources from Vietnam, France, and the United States,
many of them previously unexploited, he shows how the use of printed matter
soared between 1920 and 1945 and in the process transformed Vietnamese public
life and shaped the modern Vietnamese consciousness. Print and Power begins
with an overview of Vietnam's lively public spheres, bringing debates from
Europe and the rest of Asia to Vietnamese studies with nuance and
sophistication. It examines the impact of the French colonial state on Vietnamese
society as well as Vietnamese and East Asian understandings of public discourse
and public space. Popular taste, rather than revolutionary or national ideology,
determined to a large extent what was published, with limited intervention by the
French authorities. A vibrant but hierarchical public realm of debate existed in
Vietnam under authoritarian colonial rule. The work goes on to contest the
impact of Confucianism on premodern and modern Vietnam and, based on
materials never before used, provides a radically new perspective on the rise of
Vietnamese communism from 1929 to 1945. Novel interpretations of the Nghe
Tinh soviets (1930-1931), the first major communist uprising in Vietnam, and
Vietnamese communist successes in World War II built an audience for their
views and made an extremely alien ideology comprehensible to growing numbers
of Vietnamese. In what is by far the most thorough examination in English of
modern Vietnamese Buddhism and its transformations, McHale argues that,
contrary to received wisdom, Buddhism was not in decline during the 1920-1945
period; in fact, more Buddhist texts were produced in Vietnam at that time than
at any other in its history. This finding suggests that the heritage of the
Vietnamese past played a crucial role in the late colonial period. Print and Power
makes a significant contribution to Vietnamese and Asian studies and will be of
compelling interest to those in the fields of comparative religion and European
colonialism.
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In this ambitious and path-breaking book, Shawn McHale challenges long held views that define modern
Vietnamese history in terms of anticolonial nationalism and revolution. McHale argues instead for a
historiography that does not overstress either the role of politics in general or Communism in particular.
Using a wide range of sources from Vietnam, France, and the United States, many of them previously
unexploited, he shows how the use of printed matter soared between 1920 and 1945 and in the process
transformed Vietnamese public life and shaped the modern Vietnamese consciousness. Print and Power
begins with an overview of Vietnam's lively public spheres, bringing debates from Europe and the rest of
Asia to Vietnamese studies with nuance and sophistication. It examines the impact of the French colonial
state on Vietnamese society as well as Vietnamese and East Asian understandings of public discourse and
public space. Popular taste, rather than revolutionary or national ideology, determined to a large extent what
was published, with limited intervention by the French authorities. A vibrant but hierarchical public realm of
debate existed in Vietnam under authoritarian colonial rule. The work goes on to contest the impact of
Confucianism on premodern and modern Vietnam and, based on materials never before used, provides a
radically new perspective on the rise of Vietnamese communism from 1929 to 1945. Novel interpretations of
the Nghe Tinh soviets (1930-1931), the first major communist uprising in Vietnam, and Vietnamese
communist successes in World War II built an audience for their views and made an extremely alien
ideology comprehensible to growing numbers of Vietnamese. In what is by far the most thorough
examination in English of modern Vietnamese Buddhism and its transformations, McHale argues that,
contrary to received wisdom, Buddhism was not in decline during the 1920-1945 period; in fact, more
Buddhist texts were produced in Vietnam at that time than at any other in its history. This finding suggests
that the heritage of the Vietnamese past played a crucial role in the late colonial period. Print and Power
makes a significant contribution to Vietnamese and Asian studies and will be of compelling interest to those
in the fields of comparative religion and European colonialism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Shawn Frederick McHale is associate professor of history and international affairs at George Washington
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Print and Power Confucianism,
Communism and Buddhism in the Making of Modern Vietnam will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Linda Henderson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Print and Power Confucianism, Communism and Buddhism in the Making of
Modern Vietnam book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with Print and Power Confucianism, Communism and Buddhism in the Making of
Modern Vietnam content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Print and
Power Confucianism, Communism and Buddhism in the Making of Modern Vietnam is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Rebecca Kurtz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Print and Power Confucianism,
Communism and Buddhism in the Making of Modern Vietnam e-book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still hesitation Print and Power Confucianism, Communism and Buddhism in the Making of
Modern Vietnam as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.



Shannon Lynch:

You can obtain this Print and Power Confucianism, Communism and Buddhism in the Making of Modern
Vietnam by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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