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Since the first performances of Waiting for Godot in the early 1950s, Samuel
Beckett has become one of the most prominent authors of the twentieth century,
widely regarded as the last of the great modernists. Waiting for Godot and
Endgame are two of his most famous plays, and are taken by many to be defining
dramatic representations of life in post-war Europe.

In this Readers' Guide, Peter Boxall traces critical responses to Waiting for Godot
and Endgame from the 1950s to the present day. The guide presents the major
debates that surround these works as they develop, from Martin Esslin's early
appropriation of the plays as examples of the Theatre of the Absurd, to recent
poststructuralist and postcolonial readings by critics such as Steven Connor,
Mary Bryden and Declan Kiberd. Throughout, Peter Boxall clarifies and
contextualises critical responses to the plays, and considers the difficult
relationship between Beckett and his critics. The ongoing attempt to interpret
these enigmatic works not only sheds light on the plays themselves, but also
helps us to understand the promise and the limits of our own critical discourses.
The Guide explores this mutually enlightening relationship as it has evolved over
the last five decades.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I continue to find the Readers' Guides indispensable for teaching - they really give students a sense of
criticism having a history." --Rachel Bowlby, University of York

"The series looks really excellent—attractively produced, user friendly; and outstanding value for money." --
Ronald Knowles, University of Reading

Review
'I continue to find the Readers' Guides indispensable for teaching - they really give students a sense of
criticism having a history' - Professor Rachel Bowlby, University of York

'The series looks really excellent - attractively produced, user friendly; and outstanding value for
money' - Ronald Knowles, Reader, University of Reading

From the Back Cover
Since the first performances of Waiting for Godot in the early 1950s, Samuel Beckett has become one of the
most prominent authors of the twentieth century, widely regarded as the last of the great modernists. Waiting
for Godot and Endgame are two of his most famous plays, and are taken by many to be defining dramatic
representations of life in post-war Europe.

In this Readers' Guide, Peter Boxall traces critical responses to Waiting for Godot and Endgame from the
1950s to the present day. The guide presents the major debates that surround these works as they develop,
from Martin Esslin's early appropriation of the plays as examples of the Theatre of the Absurd, to recent
poststructuralist and postcolonial readings by critics such as Steven Connor, Mary Bryden and Declan
Kiberd. Throughout, Peter Boxall clarifies and contextualises critical responses to the plays, and considers
the difficult relationship between Beckett and his critics. The ongoing attempt to interpret these enigmatic
works not only sheds light on the plays themselves, but also helps us to understand the promise and the limits
of our own critical discourses. The Guide explores this mutually enlightening relationship as it has evolved
over the last five decades.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot-Endgame. Try to make book Samuel
Beckett: Waiting for Godot-Endgame as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Dennis Ross:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot-
Endgame, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot-Endgame was filled about science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Rose Engle:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot-Endgame can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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