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The "golden age" of black nationalism began in response to the passage of the
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and extended to the time of Marcus Garvey's
imprisonment in 1925. During these seventy-five years, an upsurge of back-to-
Africa schemes stimulated a burst of literary output and nurtured the growth of a
tradition that flourished until the end of the century. This tradition then
underwent a powerful revitalization with the rise of Marcus Garvey and the
ideological Pan-Africanism of W.E.B. Du Bois.
In this controversial volume, The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, Wilson
Jeremiah Moses argues that by adopting European and American nationalist and
separatist doctrines, black nationalism became, ironically, a vehicle for the
assimilationist values among black American intellectuals. First providing the
historical background to black nationalism and Pan-Africanism, he then explores
the specific manifestations of the tradition in the intellectual and institutional
history of black Americans. He describes the work of Alexander Crummell,
W.E.B. Du Bois, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington--specifically
challenging the traditional interpretation of Washington as a betrayer of
Douglass' vision--and the National Association of Colored Women.
Moses also examines the tradition of genteel black nationalism in literature,
concentrating on the novels of Martin Delany and Sutton Griggs, as well as the
early poetry of W.E.B. Du Bois. Using literary history instead of literary
criticism, he identifies the particularly Anglo-African qualities in these works. He
concludes with a description of those trends that led to the decline of classical
black nationalism at the time of the Harlem Renaissance and the "New Negro
Movement," which attempted to redefine the cultural and spiritual goals of Afro-
Americans. Offering both a critical and sympathetic treatment of the black
nationalist movement in the United States, Moses' study will stimulate further
debate concerning the nature of the assimilationist tendencies dominating black
nationalist ideology in the "golden age."
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The "golden age" of black nationalism began in response to the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850
and extended to the time of Marcus Garvey's imprisonment in 1925. During these seventy-five years, an
upsurge of back-to-Africa schemes stimulated a burst of literary output and nurtured the growth of a tradition
that flourished until the end of the century. This tradition then underwent a powerful revitalization with the
rise of Marcus Garvey and the ideological Pan-Africanism of W.E.B. Du Bois.
In this controversial volume, The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, Wilson Jeremiah Moses argues that by
adopting European and American nationalist and separatist doctrines, black nationalism became, ironically, a
vehicle for the assimilationist values among black American intellectuals. First providing the historical
background to black nationalism and Pan-Africanism, he then explores the specific manifestations of the
tradition in the intellectual and institutional history of black Americans. He describes the work of Alexander
Crummell, W.E.B. Du Bois, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington--specifically challenging the
traditional interpretation of Washington as a betrayer of Douglass' vision--and the National Association of
Colored Women.
Moses also examines the tradition of genteel black nationalism in literature, concentrating on the novels of
Martin Delany and Sutton Griggs, as well as the early poetry of W.E.B. Du Bois. Using literary history
instead of literary criticism, he identifies the particularly Anglo-African qualities in these works. He
concludes with a description of those trends that led to the decline of classical black nationalism at the time
of the Harlem Renaissance and the "New Negro Movement," which attempted to redefine the cultural and
spiritual goals of Afro-Americans. Offering both a critical and sympathetic treatment of the black nationalist
movement in the United States, Moses' study will stimulate further debate concerning the nature of the
assimilationist tendencies dominating black nationalist ideology in the "golden age."
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Editorial Review

Review

"A well crafted, superbly researched, and immensely creative study of black intellectual history."--Alfred
Moss, University of Maryland in the Historical Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church

"The book gives important information and a fresh look at many historical issues."--Paula Giddings, Essence

"This impressive study will stir controversy among black scholars and proponents of
separatism."--Publishers Weekly

"Moses provides much information on: the anti-Catholic strain in black nationalist propaganda; the
forerunners of Garvey; black women's clubs and their relationships to white feminists; how black
nationalism echoed sentimental Christian racism."--Kirkus Reviews

"Well written and significant."--Choice

"Convincing and...well-written....Highly recommended for specialists in black studies."--Library Journal

"This is an excellent book that fits my needs perfectly. The coverage is fine and the topical arrangement is
great."--Robert T. Starks, Northeastern Illinois University

About the Author

Wilson Jeremiah Moses is Professor of Afro-American Studies and American Civilization at Brown
University. He is the author of Black Messiahs and Uncle Toms and a biography of Alexander Crummell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Fern Barron:

The book The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Golden Age of Black
Nationalism, 1850-1925? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Wiggins:

The reserve with title The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 includes a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Anita Rodriguez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Golden Age of Black
Nationalism, 1850-1925 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 become your
own personal starter.

Jeffrey Chambers:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book The
Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Golden Age of Black
Nationalism, 1850-1925. You can more appealing than now.
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