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From its peculiar birth in Freud's self-analysisto its current state of deep crisis,
psychoanalysis has aways been a practice that questions its own existence. Like
the patients that risk themselvesin this act of questioning - it is somehow upon
this threatened ground that the very life of psychoanalysis depends. Perhaps
psychoanalysis must always remain in a precarious, indeed ghostly, position at
the limit of life and death?

Jamieson Webster argues that the life and death of psychoanalysis hinges on the
guestion of desireitself, and attempts to bring this question back to the center of
psychoanalytic thought and practice. The problem of desire is pursued through
Webster's own relation to psychoanalysis, as she recounts the story of her
training through the interpretation of three significant dreams, as well as her
encounter with three thinkers for whom the problem of psychoanalysis remains
central: Adorno, Lacan, and Badiou. In blurring the line between the personal
and the theoretical, this book not only offers a novel interpretation of the
philosophical and psychoanalytic meaning of desire, but also explores how one,
through the difficult work of transference and reading, can live out the life of
desire that tests the limits of what it means to be human.
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From its peculiar birth in Freud's self-analysisto its current state of deep crisis, psychoanalysis has always
been a practice that questions its own existence. Like the patients that risk themselvesin this act of
questioning - it is somehow upon this threatened ground that the very life of psychoanalysis depends.
Perhaps psychoanalysis must always remain in a precarious, indeed ghostly, position at the limit of life and
death?

Jamieson Webster argues that the life and death of psychoanalysis hinges on the question of desire itself, and
attempts to bring this question back to the center of psychoanalytic thought and practice. The problem of
desire is pursued through Webster's own relation to psychoanalysis, as she recounts the story of her training
through the interpretation of three significant dreams, as well as her encounter with three thinkers for whom
the prablem of psychoanalysis remains central: Adorno, Lacan, and Badiou. In blurring the line between the
personal and the theoretical, this book not only offers a novel interpretation of the philosophical and
psychoanalytic meaning of desire, but also explores how one, through the difficult work of transference and
reading, can live out the life of desire that tests the limits of what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Jamieson Webster’ s reflections on psychoanalysis have a crystal clarity. As awriter, she introduces us time
and again to the moment that inaugurates desire, including the desire for psychoanalysis. Her paragraphs
move in aset of careful sequencesthat call into question their own possibility, registering at every juncture
the seriality and detours of desireitself, a desire registered in psychoanalytic theory and practice, but also,
clearly, in the practice of reading itself. Although she deftly and economically recapitul ates the major
philosophical questions implied by psychoanalytic practice, she also shows us why and how they dawn on
us, what captures our attention, and what remains enigmatic. In this way, we are solicited to read with her, to
follow a set of paths with no one outcome, and so to move away from dogmatic conceptions of
psychoanalysis to an embodied and relational encounter with texts and the persistent and opaque desires they
register. With great conceptual lucidity and argumentative edge, Webster brings us close to that passionate
knowledge that is psychoanalysis and that defies every systematization.” (Judith Butler, author of Giving an
Account of Oneself and Undoing Gender)

“This unique book shows us how psychoanalytic writing can be reinvented. Neither traditional academic
discourse nor clinical case, it pursues the question of desire through a perpetual process of unbalancing the
boundary we might expect between form and content. Thought-provoking, unnerving, and spunky, it will
interest anyone working in the field of psychoanalysis.” (Darian Leader, author of The New Black:
Mourning, Melancholia and Depression)

From the Back Cover

'Jamieson Webster's reflections on psychoanalysis have a crystal clarity. Asawriter, sheintroduces ustime
and again to the moment that inaugurates desire, including the desire for psychoanalysis. Her paragraphs
movein aset of careful sequencesthat call into question their own possibility, registering at every juncture
the seriality and detours of desireitself, adesire registered in psychoanalytic theory and practice, but also,
clearly, in the practice of reading itself. Although she deftly and economically recapitul ates the major
philosophical questions implied by psychoanalytic practice, she also shows us why and how they dawn on
us, what captures our attention, and what remains enigmatic. In this way, we are solicited to read with her, to
follow a set of paths with no one outcome, and so to move away from dogmatic conceptions of
psychoanalysisto an embodied and relational encounter with texts and the persistent and opaque desires they
register. With great conceptual lucidity and argumentative edge, Webster brings us close to that passionate
knowledge that is psychoanalysis and that defies every systematization.'

-Judith Butler, author of Giving an Account of Oneself and Undoing Gender

"This unique book shows us how psychoanalytic writing can be reinvented. Neither traditional academic
discourse nor clinical case, it pursues the question of desire through a perpetua process of unbalancing the
boundary we might expect between form and content. Thought-provoking, unnerving, and spunky, it will
interest anyone working in the field of psychoanalysis.'

-Darian Leader, author of The New Black: Mourning, Melancholia and Depression

About the Author

Jamieson Webster, PhD, is apsychoanalyst in New Y ork City. She teaches at Eugene Lang College and
New Y ork University. Her work focuses on clinical and theoretical psychoanalysis with an interdisciplinary
focus on feminine sexuality, philosophy, and aesthetics. Thisis her first book



Users Review
From reader reviews:
ClarenceRiley:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Life and Death of Psychoanalysis. Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book
The Life and Death of Psychoanalysis. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by
just abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it
when you feel bored to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

David Robinson:

Here thing why this specific The Life and Death of Psychoanalysis are different and reputabl e to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which isthe content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Life and Death of Psychoanalysis giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Life and Death
of Psychoanalysis. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere likein
area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Life and Death of Psychoanalysisin e-book can be your substitute.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of waysto share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Life and Death of Psychoanalysis, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Katie Mueller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But aso they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them isthis The
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