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Science, biography, and arctic exploration coverage in this extraordinary true
story of thelife and work of Norwegian scientist Kristian Birkeland, the troubled
genius who solved the mysteries of one of nature’ s most spectacular displays.

Captivated by the otherworldly lights of the aurora boredlis, Birkeland
embarked on alifelong quest to discover their cause. His pursuit took him to
some of the most forbidding landscapes on earth, from the remote snowcapped
mountains of Norway to the war-torn deserts of Africa. In the face of rebuke by
the scientific establishment, sabotage by ajealous rival, and his own battles with
depression and paranoia, Birkeland remained steadfast. Although ultimately
vindicated, his theories were unheralded—and his hopes for the Nobel Prize
scuttled—at the time of his suspicious death in 1917.

The Northern Lights offers a brilliant account of the physics behind the aurora
borealis and arare look inside the mind of one of history's most visionary
scientists.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Science, biography, and arctic exploration coverage in this extraordinary true story of the life and work of
Norwegian scientist Kristian Birkeland, the troubled genius who solved the mysteries of one of nature’ s most
spectacular displays.

Captivated by the otherworldly lights of the aurora borealis, Birkeland embarked on a lifelong quest to
discover their cause. His pursuit took him to some of the most forbidding landscapes on earth, from the
remote snowcapped mountains of Norway to the war-torn deserts of Africa. In the face of rebuke by the
scientific establishment, sabotage by ajealousrival, and his own battles with depression and paranoia,
Birkeland remained steadfast. Although ultimately vindicated, his theories were unheralded—and his hopes
for the Nobel Prize scuttled—at the time of his suspicious death in 1917.

The Northern Lights offers a brilliant account of the physics behind the aurora borealis and arare look
inside the mind of one of history's most visionary scientists.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As gripping as a Conan Doyle adventure." —Harper's Magazine

"Fascinating... evokes the manic, punishing era of polar exploration."— The New York Times Book Review
"A fascinating nugget of history... Jago charts her course unerringly."—Chicago Tribune

"Jago deftly paints a historical background for some of the most important concepts in electromagnetic
theory today, breathing life into [her] subject."—Scientific American

"Thrilling... if you like a Faustian fable, war, and weird science, then thisis for you."-Conde Nast Traveler

From the Trade Paperback edition.

From the Inside Flap

Combining popular science, biography, and arctic adventure in a book that reads lika a cross between
"Longitude, A Beautiful Mind, and "Into Thin Air, Lucy Jago presents a riveting acount of the life and work
of Norwegian scientist Kristian Birkeland, the visioinary who solved the mysteries of the aurora borealis.
Here isthe true story of an eccentric genius held captive by the allure of celestial splendor; of brushes with
death on the remote snowcapped mountains of Norway and in the unforgiving, wartorn deserts of Africa; of
therival who chested Birkeland of a Nobel Prize; and of the brilliant discoveries Birkeland made before his
suspicious death in Japan in 1917. Meticulously researched and passionately wrought, The Northern Lights
offers an enlightening account of the science behind one of nature's most spectacular displays and arevealing
glimpse into the mind of one of history's most passionate and ill-fated scientists.

About the Author

Lucy Jago is aformer documentary producer for Channel 4 and the BBC. She has been awarded two
academic scholarships and a Double First Class Honours Degree from King's College, University of
Cambridge, and a master's degree from the Courtauld Institute, London. She livesin Dorset, England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LorraineBriggs:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
areserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Northern Lights will make you to
be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suited book with you?



Dan Hanner:

Typically the book The Northern Lights has alot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Lien Fugate:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Northern Lights this book consist alot of the information on the condition of
thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Robert Bowser:

This The Northern Lightsis new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information asit relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who till
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Northern Lights can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis not any in reading ae-
book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So,
don't misstheideal Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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