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Americans donate over 300 billion dollars a year to charity, but the psychological
factors that govern whether to give, and how much to give, are still not well
understood. Our understanding of charitable giving is based primarily upon the
intuitions of fundraisers or correlational data which cannot establish causal
relationships. By contrast, the chapters in this book study charity using
experimental methods in which the variables of interest are experimentally
manipulated. As a result, it becomes possible to identify the causal factors that
underlie giving, and to design effective intervention programs that can help
increase the likelihood and amount that people contribute to a cause.

For charitable organizations, this book examines the efficacy of fundraising
strategies commonly used by nonprofits and makes concrete recommendations
about how to make capital campaigns more efficient and effective. Moreover, a
number of novel factors that influence giving are identified and explored,
opening the door to exciting new avenues in fundraising.

For researchers, this book breaks novel theoretical ground in our understanding
of how charitable decisions are made. While the chapters focus on applications to
charity, the emotional, social, and cognitive mechanisms explored herein all have
more general implications for the study of psychology and behavioral economics.

This book highlights some of the most intriguing, surprising, and enlightening
experimental studies on the topic of donation behavior, opening up exciting
pathways to cross-cutting the divide between theory and practice.
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Americans donate over 300 billion dollars a year to charity, but the psychological factors that govern
whether to give, and how much to give, are still not well understood. Our understanding of charitable giving
is based primarily upon the intuitions of fundraisers or correlational data which cannot establish causal
relationships. By contrast, the chapters in this book study charity using experimental methods in which the
variables of interest are experimentally manipulated. As a result, it becomes possible to identify the causal
factors that underlie giving, and to design effective intervention programs that can help increase the
likelihood and amount that people contribute to a cause.

For charitable organizations, this book examines the efficacy of fundraising strategies commonly used by
nonprofits and makes concrete recommendations about how to make capital campaigns more efficient and
effective. Moreover, a number of novel factors that influence giving are identified and explored, opening the
door to exciting new avenues in fundraising.

For researchers, this book breaks novel theoretical ground in our understanding of how charitable decisions
are made. While the chapters focus on applications to charity, the emotional, social, and cognitive
mechanisms explored herein all have more general implications for the study of psychology and behavioral
economics.

This book highlights some of the most intriguing, surprising, and enlightening experimental studies on the
topic of donation behavior, opening up exciting pathways to cross-cutting the divide between theory and
practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Science of Giving will be of interest to psychologists and economists interested in understanding how
people decide whether, when, and how much to donate to charitable causes. It could also be a valuable
supplement as a textbook for an upper level class in applications of social psychology. This book will also
give all readers much to consider about their own charitable giving." - Catherine A. Sanderson, Amherst
College, USA, in PsycCRITIQUES

"The Science of Giving is full of information that may help a fundraiser make better decisions about how to
approach donors. ... The book is a fine reference for the science of charitable giving as it stands today. ...
[The Science of Giving] will yield many insights that can be applied to any organization's fundraising
approach." - Joanne Fritz, About.com Guide

"I picked up this book and could not put it down. It masterfully links several important contributions on the
market for charity. The even-handed approach should appeal to a broad audience, including academics,
policymakers, and the general reader interested in the economics and psychology of charity markets." -
John A. List, Professor, Department of Economics, University of Chicago, USA

About the Author
Princeton University, USA University College London, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Science of Giving: Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity
(The Society for Judgment and Decision Making Series).

Sunny Lopez:

Here thing why this particular The Science of Giving: Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity (The
Society for Judgment and Decision Making Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The Science of Giving: Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity (The Society for Judgment



and Decision Making Series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no book that similar with The Science of Giving: Experimental Approaches to the Study of
Charity (The Society for Judgment and Decision Making Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Science of
Giving: Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity (The Society for Judgment and Decision Making
Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

Margaret Padua:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Science of Giving:
Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity (The Society for Judgment and Decision Making Series)
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Cormier:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Science of Giving:
Experimental Approaches to the Study of Charity (The Society for Judgment and Decision Making Series),
you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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