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By ones, twos, and threes, in the years before the Civil War thousands of
enslaved people slipped through the night on their way to freedom, riding the
Underground Railroad. Hidden and hunted, the escape of southern slaves to the
North remains a compelling event in American history. Within the pages of this
book are documented, in prose and elegantly articulate photographs, examples of
"stations" on the Railroad, along with images of the routes, lives, and hardships
of both the "passengers" and "conductors."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Advantageously reproducing first-hand accounts and Bial's arresting photographs," said PW in a starred
review, "the book's most impressive quality is the way it encourages readers to put themselves in the place of
the slaves and those who helped them escape." Ages 8-12. (Sept.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-8?Bial's simple, eloquent text explains how the Underground Railroad worked and why it was
necessary, as well as the hardships involved in the journey north. The black-and-white period reproductions
are good, but Bial's full-color photographs are what make this title outstanding. Many of them show
historical sites, including houses that served as stations along the escape route. Several of them were taken at
night, and so readers see the places as the fugitives themselves might have viewed them. The simple picture
of a child's abandoned doll is a wonderful example of Bial's talent. Although some background knowledge of
the Civil War and the institution of slavery is helpful in understanding this book, it can still be read and
appreciated without that background. This title could be effectively combined with Charles L. Blockson's
The Underground Railroad (Berkley, 1994) to add insight into the harrowing experiences of slaves during
the Civil War.?Elizabeth M. Reardon, McCallie School, Chattanooga, TN
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 4^-7. As Bial says in his introduction, photography was not yet invented when many of the daring
escapes on the Underground Railroad occurred, and because everything had to be kept so secret, few
documentary records have survived. In his simple photo-essay, he tries to re-create the experience of the
brave runaways and conductors. He has photographed the places and objects that tell the story: the rivers the
people crossed, the plantations they ran from, the homes that sheltered them with a lit window to signal a
safe haven, the secret passages and trapdoors, and the courthouse yard where the slave auctions took place.
He also includes drawings and prints from the times and a wanted poster for runaway "property." The text
provides a brief historical overview, with quotes from some of the leaders, such as Tubman and Douglass.
The book design is handsome, with thick paper, clear type, and fine reproductions; there's also a chronology
and bibliography. Like a museum exhibit, the stirring photographs help us imagine what it must have been
like for those who found the courage to run and to help others. Hazel Rochman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Moffatt:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Underground Railroad book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Fay Harris:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Underground Railroad this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Cynthia Kipp:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Underground Railroad can give you a lot of
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Underground Railroad.

Tonya Quick:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Underground Railroad can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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