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What’s to Become of the Boy? is a spirited, insightful, and wonderfully
sympathetic memoir about life during wartime written with the characteristic
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essential autobiography of the Nobel Prizewinning author and a compelling
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Editorial Review

Review
“Böll’s writing is filled with a bleak beauty that unflinchingly gazes upon the sources of both the bleakness
and the beauty of life …” —The Rumpus

“What’s to Become of the Boy? makes an ideal short introduction to Böll. At the same time, it offers an
unusual perspective on Hitler’s rise to power: The rise of totalitarianism and the stultification of civil society,
as seen through the eyes of a teenage boy.” —Anne Applebaum (from the new introduction)

"[P]ared down prose, lean but sturdy, subtle yet unsettling, always with the power to provoke and to
devastate." 
—The Quarterly Conversation 

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author
In 1972, Heinrich Böll became the first German to win the Nobel Prize for literature since Thomas Mann in
1929. Born in Cologne, in 1917, Böll was reared in a liberal Catholic, pacifist family. Drafted into the
Wehrmacht, he served on the Russian and French fronts and was wounded four times before he found
himself in an American prison camp. After the war he enrolled at the University of Cologne, but dropped out
to write about his shattering experiences as a soldier. His first novel, The Train Was on Time, was published
in 1949, and he went on to become one of the most prolific and important of post-war German writers. His
best-known novels include Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1959), The Clown (1963), Group Portrait with Lady
(1971), and The Safety Net (1979). In 1981 he published a memoir, What’s to Become of the Boy? or:
Something to Do with Books. Böll served for several years as the president of International P.E.N. and was a
leading defender of the intellectual freedom of writers throughout the world. He died in June 1985.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Brackett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do
with Books. Try to make the book What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books as your
close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge
with this book.



Delores Moretti:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of What's to Become of the Boy?: Or,
Something to Do with Books to read.

Teresa Powers:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This What's to Become of
the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Haynes:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books
can make you sense more interested to read.
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