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Volcanic dust, climate change, tsunamis, earthquakes—geoscience explores
phenomena that profoundly affect our lives. But more than that, as Doug
Macdougall makes clear, the science also provides important clues to the future
of the planet. In an entertaining and accessibly written narrative, Macdougall
gives an overview of Earth’s astonishing history based on information extracted
from rocks, ice cores, and other natural archives. He explores such questions as:
What is the risk of an asteroid striking Earth? Why does the temperature of the
ocean millions of years ago matter today? How are efforts to predict earthquakes
progressing? Macdougall also explains the legacy of greenhouse gases from
Earth’s past and shows how that legacy shapes our understanding of today’s
human-caused climate change. We find that geoscience in fact illuminates many
of today’s most pressing issues—the availability of energy, access to fresh water,
sustainable agriculture, maintaining biodiversity—and we discover how, by
applying new technologies and ideas, we can use it to prepare for the future.
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Volcanic dust, climate change, tsunamis, earthquakes—geoscience explores phenomena that profoundly
affect our lives. But more than that, as Doug Macdougall makes clear, the science also provides important
clues to the future of the planet. In an entertaining and accessibly written narrative, Macdougall gives an
overview of Earth’s astonishing history based on information extracted from rocks, ice cores, and other
natural archives. He explores such questions as: What is the risk of an asteroid striking Earth? Why does the
temperature of the ocean millions of years ago matter today? How are efforts to predict earthquakes
progressing? Macdougall also explains the legacy of greenhouse gases from Earth’s past and shows how that
legacy shapes our understanding of today’s human-caused climate change. We find that geoscience in fact
illuminates many of today’s most pressing issues—the availability of energy, access to fresh water,
sustainable agriculture, maintaining biodiversity—and we discover how, by applying new technologies and
ideas, we can use it to prepare for the future.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A wonderful primer on geology, and a clear explanation of how the science is done.”
(Rob Hardy Columbus Dispatch 2012-07-02)

“MacDougall has given us a gem, a book that removes emotion and apocalyptic hyperbole from the equation
and provides a sober analysis of why most scientists have come to the conclusion they have about how
human activity has started to play a role in the Earth’s climate.”
(Jim Trageser North County Times 2011-06-19)

“[Macdougall] Provides important clues to the future of the planet.”
(Interaction / Bms Book News 2011-06-08)

“[Macdougall] addresses ways to apply geology to questions . . . and presents all in an enjoyable reading
stye.”
(Choice 2011-10-01)

From the Inside Flap

“Macdougall does a masterful job of exploring the questions, dilemmas, and insights that have led to today’s
scientific understanding of the composition of our planet. His approach is not “rocks on a shelf” science; it’s
a compelling, interdisciplinary peek at Earth’s prehistory—including those processes that support so much of
modern civilization.”-Ernest Zebrowski, author of Global Climate Change and Category 5: The Story of
Camille

“The story of Earth is told in such geologic forms as rock strata, volcanic eruptions, meteor craters, fossils,
ocean currents, and ice flows. Macdougall gives these disparate elements voice and puts them into a
perspective that emphasizes why Earth science is important in our understanding of both the planet’s history
and our role in its tomorrow.”-Jeff Kanipe, author of The Cosmic Connection: How Astronomical Events
Impact Life on Earth

About the Author

Doug Macdougall is Professor Emeritus of Earth Sciences at Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of California, San Diego. He is the author of Nature’s Clocks: How Scientists Measure the Age of
Almost Everything; Frozen Earth: The Once and Future Story of Ice Ages (both from UC Press); and A Short
History of Planet Earth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kimberly Rubio:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Why Geology Matters:
Decoding the Past, Anticipating the Future book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Jennifer Rogers:

The actual book Why Geology Matters: Decoding the Past, Anticipating the Future will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Why Geology Matters: Decoding the Past,
Anticipating the Future is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Roberta Swinton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they also
doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Why Geology Matters:
Decoding the Past, Anticipating the Future.

Daniel Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Why Geology Matters: Decoding
the Past, Anticipating the Future.
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