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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-7–Hattie Campbell is 13 years old in 1847 when her parents decide to sell their farm in Missouri and
make their way across the Oregon Trail to Oregon City for a fresh start after the death of Hatties sisters in
this title by Kristiana Gregory (Scholastic, 1997). She is given a journal for her birthday and told to record
both the bad and the good, Hattie. And so she does. Teaming up with dozens of other families, the wagon
train begins its six-month journey across the prairies and mountains of the West. Their wagons are full and
their hearts are hopeful. Hattie reflects upon the slowly changing scenery, the curiously friendly Indians they
meet, and the devastating toll the long journey takes. Many in the wagon train arrive in Oregon City on foot
with only a few precious possessions. Black-and-white photos, a recipe for Johnny Cake, and maps of the
route can be found at the end of the book. The narration is well done, and Hatties youthful voice shines
through. While the plot is not riveting, young girls will enjoy Hatties journey and elementary grade social
studies classes studying the Oregon Trail will learn about life on the Trail.–Tricia Melgaard, Centennial
Middle School, Broken Arrow, OK
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Kirkus Reviews
In a work subtitled ``The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell,'' Gregory (Earthquake at Dawn, 1992, etc.)
reconvenes the Dear America series in 1847, as Hattie, her parents, and her two younger brothers begin the
long trek from Missouri to Oregon by wagon train. At first the adventure is exciting, but as the days, weeks,
and months pass, Hattie realizes what a dangerous and tedious trip it will be. They cross the prairies,
hastening the journey as news of the fate of the Donner party reaches them, but death, disease, weather, and
the terrain take a terrible toll. The Campbells lose neighbors and friends until they almost believe they cannot
bear to continue. Continue they do: Eight months after they set out, the remaining wagons arrive in Oregon
City, just in time for Christmas. Through Hattie's diary, Gregory brings the rigors of the trip to life, but she
also includes the details that kept the settlers going--the friendships and camaraderie that developed and the
joyful events (a wedding and some births) that occurred. Gregory brings a sobering dose of reality to an era
that's often romanticized; this is a fine glimpse of history on a human scale. (b&w photos, map) (Fiction. 8-
14) -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie: The
Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847 (Dear America Series) can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.



Ruby Chartrand:

This Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847 (Dear
America Series) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Across the Wide and
Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847 (Dear America Series) in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Sue Eldred:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Across the Wide and
Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847 (Dear America Series) is simple to
bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Virginia Comer:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847 (Dear
America Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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