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The riveting life story of Paul Rusesabagina—the man whose heroism inspired
the film Hotel Rwanda

As his country was being torn apart by violence during the Rwandan genocide of
1994, hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina—the "Oskar Schindler of
Africa"—refused to bow to the madness that surrounded him. Confronting killers
with a combination of diplomacy, flattery, and deception, he offered shelter to
more than twelve thousand members of the Tutsi clan and Hutu moderates, while
homicidal mobs raged outside with machetes.

An Ordinary Man explores what the Academy Award-nominated film Hotel
Rwanda could not: the inner life of the man who became one of the most
prominent public faces of that terrible conflict. Rusesabagina tells for the first
time the full story of his life—growing up as the son of a rural farmer, the child
of a mixed marriage, his extraordinary career path which led him to become the
first Rwandan manager of the Belgian-owned Hotel Milles Collines—all of
which contributed to his heroic actions in the face of such horror. He will also
bring the reader inside the hotel for those one hundred terrible days depicted in
the film, relating the anguish of those who watched as their loved ones were
hacked to pieces and the betrayal that he felt as a result of the UN’s refusal to
help at this time of crisis.

Including never-before-reported details of the Rwandan genocide, An Ordinary
Man is sure to become a classic of tolerance literature, joining such books as
Thomas Keneally’s Schindler’s List, Nelson Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom,
and Elie Wiesel’s Night. Paul Rusesabagina’s autobiography is the story of one
man who did not let fear get the better of him—a man who found within himself
a vast reserve of courage and bravery, and showed the world how one "ordinary
man" can become a hero.
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The riveting life story of Paul Rusesabagina—the man whose heroism inspired the film Hotel Rwanda

As his country was being torn apart by violence during the Rwandan genocide of 1994, hotel manager Paul
Rusesabagina—the "Oskar Schindler of Africa"—refused to bow to the madness that surrounded him.
Confronting killers with a combination of diplomacy, flattery, and deception, he offered shelter to more than
twelve thousand members of the Tutsi clan and Hutu moderates, while homicidal mobs raged outside with
machetes.

An Ordinary Man explores what the Academy Award-nominated film Hotel Rwanda could not: the inner life
of the man who became one of the most prominent public faces of that terrible conflict. Rusesabagina tells
for the first time the full story of his life—growing up as the son of a rural farmer, the child of a mixed
marriage, his extraordinary career path which led him to become the first Rwandan manager of the Belgian-
owned Hotel Milles Collines—all of which contributed to his heroic actions in the face of such horror. He
will also bring the reader inside the hotel for those one hundred terrible days depicted in the film, relating the
anguish of those who watched as their loved ones were hacked to pieces and the betrayal that he felt as a
result of the UN’s refusal to help at this time of crisis.

Including never-before-reported details of the Rwandan genocide, An Ordinary Man is sure to become a
classic of tolerance literature, joining such books as Thomas Keneally’s Schindler’s List, Nelson Mandela’s
Long Walk to Freedom, and Elie Wiesel’s Night. Paul Rusesabagina’s autobiography is the story of one man
who did not let fear get the better of him—a man who found within himself a vast reserve of courage and
bravery, and showed the world how one "ordinary man" can become a hero.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. For former hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina, words are the most powerful weapon in the
human arsenal. For good and for evil, as was the case in the spring of 1994 in Rwanda. Over 100 days, some
800,000 people were slaughtered, most hacked to death by machete. Rusesabagina—inspiration for the
movie Hotel Rwanda—used his facility with words and persuasion to save 1,268 of his fellow countrymen,
turning the Belgian luxury hotel under his charge into a sanctuary from madness. Through negotiation, favor,
flattery and deception, Rusesabagina managed to keep his "guests" alive another day despite the homicidal
gangs just beyond the fence and the world's failure to act. Narrator Hoffman delivers those words in a
stirring audio performance. With a crisp African accent, Hoffman renders each sentence with heartfelt
conviction and flat-out becomes Rusesabagina. The humble hotel manager not only illuminates the
machinery behind the genocide but delves into Rwanda's complex and colorful cultural history as well as his
own childhood, the son of a Hutu father and Tutsi mother. Hoffman successfully draws out the understated
elegance of Rusesabagina's simple and straightforward prose, lending the story added vividness. This tale of
good, evil and moral responsibility winds down with Rusesabagina visiting a church outside Kigali where
thousands were massacred and where a multilingual sign-cloth now pledges, "Never Again." He once more
stops to consider words, the ones he worries lack true conviction—like those at the church—as well as the
ones with the power to heal. For the listener, the words of Paul Rusesabagina won't soon be forgotten.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Rusesabagina . . . weaves his country’s history with his personal history into a rich narrative that attempts to
explain the unexplainable. . . . The book’s emotional power comes from his understatement and humility.
(The Boston Globe)

An extraordinary cautionary tale. (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution)

Rusesabagina’s story of survival amid manic slaughter is as awful as it is gripping. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch)

Read this book. It will humble and inspire you. (Sunday Telegraph, London)

Extraordinary—horrific and tragic, but also inspiring, because Rusesabagina refuses to give up his belief in
the basic decency of humanity. (The Times, London)

About the Author
Paul Rusesabagina was the first Rwandan manager of the Hotel Milles Collines, a European-owned luxury
hotel in Rwanda. A recipient of the National Civil Rights Museum’s 2005 Freedom Award, he lives in
Brussels, Belgium.
Tom Zoellner has worked as a contributing editor for Men’s Health magazine and as a reporter for the San
Francisco Chronicle. His book The Heartless Stone: A Journey Through the World of Diamonds and Desire
will be published in the summer of 2006.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Todd Pfeifer:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide An Ordinary Man: The True Story
Behind 'Hotel Rwanda' will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Stephanie Gilley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That An Ordinary Man: The True Story Behind
'Hotel Rwanda' can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have An Ordinary Man: The True
Story Behind 'Hotel Rwanda'.

William Rose:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book An Ordinary Man: The True Story Behind 'Hotel Rwanda' was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Morgan Johnson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the An Ordinary Man: The True Story Behind 'Hotel Rwanda' when you needed it?
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