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When social psychologist Stanley Milgram invited volunteers to take part in an
experiment at Yale in the summer of 1961, none of the participants could have
foreseen the worldwide sensation that the published results would cause.
Milgram reported that fully 65 percent of the volunteers had repeatedly
administered electric shocks of increasing strength to a man they believed to be
in severe pain, even suffering a life-threatening heart condition, simply because
an authority figure had told them to do so. Such behavior was linked to atrocities
committed by ordinary people under the Nazi regime and immediately gripped
the public imagination. The experiments remain a source of controversy and
fascination more than fifty years later.

In Behind the Shock Machine, psychologist and author Gina Perry unearths for
the first time the full story of this controversial experiment and its startling
repercussions. Interviewing the original participants—many of whom remain
haunted to this day about what they did—and delving deep into Milgram’s
personal archive, she pieces together a more complex picture and much more
troubling picture of these experiments than was originally presented by Milgram.
Uncovering the details of the experiments leads her to question the validity of
that 65 percent statistic and the claims that it revealed something essential about
human nature. Fleshed out with dramatic transcripts of the tests themselves, the
book puts a human face on the unwitting people who faced the moral test of the
shock machine and offers a gripping, unforgettable tale of one man’s ambition
and an experiment that defined a generation.
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When social psychologist Stanley Milgram invited volunteers to take part in an experiment at Yale in the
summer of 1961, none of the participants could have foreseen the worldwide sensation that the published
results would cause. Milgram reported that fully 65 percent of the volunteers had repeatedly administered
electric shocks of increasing strength to a man they believed to be in severe pain, even suffering a life-
threatening heart condition, simply because an authority figure had told them to do so. Such behavior was
linked to atrocities committed by ordinary people under the Nazi regime and immediately gripped the public
imagination. The experiments remain a source of controversy and fascination more than fifty years later.

In Behind the Shock Machine, psychologist and author Gina Perry unearths for the first time the full story of
this controversial experiment and its startling repercussions. Interviewing the original participants—many of
whom remain haunted to this day about what they did—and delving deep into Milgram’s personal archive,
she pieces together a more complex picture and much more troubling picture of these experiments than was
originally presented by Milgram. Uncovering the details of the experiments leads her to question the validity
of that 65 percent statistic and the claims that it revealed something essential about human nature. Fleshed
out with dramatic transcripts of the tests themselves, the book puts a human face on the unwitting people
who faced the moral test of the shock machine and offers a gripping, unforgettable tale of one man’s
ambition and an experiment that defined a generation.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the Australian edition:

"Remarkable…Reading Behind the Shock Machine becomes an act of creative disobedience."
—The Australian

"There may be no studies of the twentieth century more haunting—or more revealing of human beings at
their best and worst—than Stanley Milgram’s work. And here, finally, is a book that illuminates Milgram
and his research subjects in riveting, compassionate detail."
—Deborah Blum, author of Love at Goon Park

"[A] provocative magnum opus… full of new info and insights, written with a literary flair so engaging and
absorbing that I found it hard to put down."
—Thomas Blass, author of The Man Who Shocked the World

"An intriguing tale about science, ethics and storytelling."
—The Age

"An absorbing account of Stanley Milgram, his subjects, and the continuing quest to understand what it
means to be human."
—David Baker, director, Archives of the History of American Psychology

About the Author

Gina Perry is a psychologist and writer. She wrote the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s award-
winning Radio National documentary Beyond the Shock Machine. She lives in Melbourne, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Audrey Thompson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology Experiments? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?



Jerry Petrus:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram
Psychology Experiments as your daily resource information.

Annmarie Windham:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold
Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology Experiments book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology
Experiments as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break
don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Pauline Browne:

This Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology Experiments is
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology Experiments can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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