
Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs

From Yale University Press

Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs From Yale University Press

No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and
Europe as the 800-year-old Das Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world,
however, the poem has remained little known, languishing without an adequate
translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel
brings the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that
does full justice to the original High Middle German. His translation underscores
the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting beauty. Often called
the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character
and sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through
tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the existential struggles and downfall of an
entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns and their
king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could
be easily updated to describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something
like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous appeal of Das Nibelungenlied
throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-
part film Die Nibelungen, and, more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the
Rings.  
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No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and Europe as the 800-year-old Das
Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world, however, the poem has remained little known, languishing
without an adequate translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel brings
the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that does full justice to the original
High Middle German. His translation underscores the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting
beauty. Often called the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character and
sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the
existential struggles and downfall of an entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns
and their king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could be easily updated to
describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous
appeal of Das Nibelungenlied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-part film Die Nibelungen, and,
more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  

Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs From Yale University Press Bibliography

Sales Rank: #1199044 in eBooks●

Published on: 2006-11-01●

Released on: 2006-11-01●

Format: Kindle eBook●

 Download Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs ...pdf

 Read Online Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B0015B10N4


Download and Read Free Online Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs From Yale University
Press

Editorial Review

Review

"Raffel stays true to the style and form of the Nibelungenlied, a wonderful text that deserves a much wider
audience in the English-speaking world."—Bettina Bildhauer, University of St. Andrews    

(Bettina Bildhauer)

"Burton Raffel's Nibelungenlied deserves many enthralled readers."—Michael Dirda, from the Foreword

(Michael Dirda)

"A marvelously readable version of Das Nibelungenlied."—Ronnie Apter, Central Michigan University    

(Ronnie Apter)

About the Author

Burton Raffel is Distinguished Professor of Arts and Humanities Emeritus and professor of English emeritus,
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He lives in Lafayette. His many works of translation include the
narrative poems of Chrétien de Troyes and Poems and Prose from the Old English, all published by Yale
University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Wheeler:

Here thing why this specific Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as delicious as food or not. Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Das Nibelungenlied:
Song of the Nibelungs. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs in e-book can be
your alternative.

Benjamin Torres:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience



without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Das
Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bradley Bishop:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Harold Morris:

You will get this Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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