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When sixteen-year-old Amal decides to wear the hijab full-time, her entire world
changes, all because of a piece of cloth...

Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full- time
and everyone has a reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the
street. But she stands by her decision to embrace her faith and all that it is, even
if it does make her a little different from everyone else.

Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice of her classmates, and
still attract the cutest boy in school? Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa
Abdel-Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in all teenage readers, no matter
what their beliefs.
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When sixteen-year-old Amal decides to wear the hijab full-time, her entire world changes, all because of a
piece of cloth...

Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full- time and everyone has a reaction.
Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street. But she stands by her decision to embrace her
faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little different from everyone else.

Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice of her classmates, and still attract the cutest boy in
school? Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in all teenage
readers, no matter what their beliefs.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up—Australian 11th-grader Amal is smart, funny, outspoken, a good student, and a loyal friend.
She is also a devout Muslim who decides to wear the hijab, or head covering, full-time. The story tells of her
emotional and spiritual journey as she copes with a mad crush on a boy, befriends an elderly Greek neighbor,
and tries to help a friend who aspires to be a lawyer but whose well-intentioned mother is trying to force her
to leave school and get married. Amal is also battling the misconceptions of non-Muslims about her religion
and culture. While the novel deals with a number of serious issues, it is extremely funny and entertaining,
and never preachy or forced. The details of Amal's family and social life are spot-on, and the book is
wonderful at showing the diversity within Muslim communities and in explaining why so many women
choose to wear the hijab. Amal is an appealing and believable character. She trades verbal jibes with another
girl, she is impetuous and even arrogant at times, and she makes some serious errors of judgment. And by the
end of the story, she and readers come to realize that "Putting on the hijab isn't the end of the journey. It's
just the beginning of it."—Kathleen E. Gruver, Burlington County Library, Westampton, NJ
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Like the author of this breakthrough debut novel, Amal is an Australian-born, Muslim
Palestinian "whacked with some seriously confusing identity hyphens." At 16, she loves shopping, watches
Sex and the City, and IMs her friends about her crush on a classmate. She also wants to wear the hijab, to be
strong enough to show a badge of her deeply held faith, even if she confronts insults from some at her snotty
prep school, and she is refused a part-time job in the food court (she is "not hygienic"). Her open-minded
observant physician parents support her and so do her friends, Muslim, Jewish, Christian, secular. Her
favorite teacher finds her a private space to pray. The first-person present-tense narrative is hilarious about
the diversity, and sometimes heartbreaking. For her uncle who wants to assimilate, "foreign" is the f-word,
and his overdone Aussie slang and flag-waving is a total embarrassment. On the other hand, her friend Leila
nearly breaks down when her ignorant Turkish mom wants only to marry her daughter off ("Why study?")
and does not know that it is Leila's Islamic duty "to seek knowledge, to gain an education." Without heavy
preaching, the issues of faith and culture are part of the story, from fasting at Ramadan to refusing sex before
marriage. More than the usual story of the immigrant teen's conflict with her traditional parents, the funny,
touching contemporary narrative will grab teens everywhere. Rochman, Hazel

Review
"[A] witty, sensitive debut . . ." -PEOPLE

"More than the usual story of the immigrant teen's conflict with her traditional parents, the funny, touching
contemporary narrative will grab teens everywhere." --BOOKLIST (starred)

"Determined to prove she's strong enough to 'wear a badge of my faith,' Amal faces ostracism and ridicule as
she dons her hijab with both good humor and trepidation. . . . Abdel-Fattah's fine first novel offers a world of
insight to post-9/11 readers." --KIRKUS REVIEWS (starred)

"Using a winning mix of humor and sensitivity, Abdel-Fattah ably demonstrates that her heroine is, at heart,
a teen like any other. This debut should speak to anyone who has felt like an outsider for any reason." --
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Does My Head Look Big In This? has been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages
for you. The book Does My Head Look Big In This? is not only giving you much more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship using the book Does My Head Look Big In This?. You never really feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Jeremy Turner:

The book untitled Does My Head Look Big In This? contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Richard Sauls:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Does My Head Look Big In This? is simple to
create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Dorothy Vinson:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Does My Head Look Big In This? can be
the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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