
Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult
Adaptation): The True Story of a Boy
Determined to Reunite with His Mother

By Sonia Nazario

Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult Adaptation): The True Story of a Boy
Determined to Reunite with His Mother By Sonia Nazario

Adapted for young people, this edition of Enrique’s Journey is written by Sonia
Nazario and based on the adult book of the same name. It is the true story of
Enrique, a teenager from Honduras, who sets out on a journey, braving hardship
and peril, to find his mother, who had no choice but to leave him when he was a
child and go to the United States in search of work. Enrique’s story will bring to
light the daily struggles of migrants, legal and otherwise, and the complicated
choices they face simply trying to survive and provide for the basic needs of their
families. The issues seamlessly interwoven into this gripping nonfiction work for
young people are perfect for common core discussion. Includes an 8-page photo
insert, as well as an epilogue that describes what has happened to Enrique and
his family since the adult edition was published.
 

“A heartwrenching account. Provides a human face, both beautiful and scarred,
for the undocumented. A must read."--Kirkus Reviews, Starred

"Nazario's straightforward . . . journalistic writing style largely serves the
complex, sprawling story effectively. A valuable addition to young adult
collections."—School Library Journal
 
"This powerfully written survival story personalizes the complicated, pervasive,
and heart-wrenching debates about immigration and immigrants' rights and will
certainly spark discussion in the classroom and at home."—Booklist

An NCSS-CBC Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People
 
A Kirkus Reviews Best Teen Book of the Year

A Junior Library Guild Selection
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up–When Enrique was seven years old, his mother, a single parent faced with crippling economic
difficulties in her native Honduras, migrated to the United States in hopes of securing a brighter future for
her family. While her sacrifice provided important economic advantages, the separation eventually drove 17-
year-old Enrique to embark on a four-month, 12,000 mile journey to reunite with her, traveling largely on the
rooftops of trains into the United States as an undocumented migrant. In this updated version of Enrique's
Journey (Random, 2006), adapted for young adult readers, Nazario offers a compelling account of a young
man's brave efforts to find the parent he had not seen in 10 years, and that reunion's complex, unforeseen
consequences. The journey tells the larger story of undocumented Latin American migrants in the United
States. This adaptation has been tightened to focus more on Enrique's personal story, although some
unflattering details (including drug use and problems with the law) have been slightly smoothed over.
Nazario's straightforward, almost clipped, journalistic writing style largely serves the complex, sprawling
story effectively. Backmatter includes an afterword offering substantial analysis of issues at play with
undocumented migrants and notes detailing Nazario's research and writing process, including the re-creation
of certain dialogue. Exploring important issues of immigration on both a personal and global scale, this title
would be a valuable addition to young adult collections.–Ted McCoy, Oakland Public Library, CAα(c)
Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

From Booklist
In this adaptation of a 2006 adult title of the same name, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Nazario offers
young readers a compelling account of a modern-day immigration odyssey. Retracing 17-year-old Enrique’s
trek on foot from Tegucigalpa, Honduras, through Central America atop freight trains, to Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico, and across the Rio Grande on an inner tube, Nazario illuminates the plight of thousands of children
who desperately seek to reunite with parents who have come to the U.S. seeking higher wages. Nazario’s
narrative chronicles the profound dangers from gangs and smugglers, extreme kindnesses from clergy and
generous souls, and Enrique’s enduring courage. Comprehensive background notes document Nazario’s own
journey throughout the trek and her current contact with Enrique, his mother, and additional family
members. This powerfully written survival story personalizes the complicated, pervasive, and heart-
wrenching debates about immigration and immigrants’ rights and will certainly spark discussion in the
classroom and at home. Grades 7-10. --Gail Bush

Review

"A heart-wrenching account . . . Provides a human face, both beautiful and scarred, for the undocumented--a
must read."--Kirkus Reviews, Starred

"This powerfully written survival story personalizes the complicated, pervasive, and heart-wrenching debates
about immigration and immigrants' rights and will certainly spark discussion."--Booklist

"Nazario's straightforward . . . journalistic writing style largely serves the complex, sprawling story
effectively . . . .A valuable addition to young adult collections."--School Library Journal
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult Adaptation): The True
Story of a Boy Determined to Reunite with His Mother.

Ena Clark:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Enrique's
Journey (The Young Adult Adaptation): The True Story of a Boy Determined to Reunite with His Mother?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Fern Gooding:

The guide with title Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult Adaptation): The True Story of a Boy Determined
to Reunite with His Mother posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Terry Buehler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult
Adaptation): The True Story of a Boy Determined to Reunite with His Mother guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question Enrique's Journey (The Young Adult Adaptation): The True Story of a
Boy Determined to Reunite with His Mother as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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