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Living and dying with bravery and honor is at the heart of Hagakure, a series of
texts written by an eighteenth-century samurai, Yamamoto Tsunetomo. It is a
window into the samurai mind, illuminating the concept of bushido (the Way of
the Warrior), which dictated how samurai were expected to behave, conduct
themselves, live, and die. While Hagakure was for many years a secret text
known only to the warrior vassals of the Nabeshima clan to which the author
belonged, it later came to be recognized as a classic exposition of samurai
thought.

The original Hagakure consists of over 1,300 short texts that Tsunetomo dictated
to a younger samurai over a seven-year period. William Scott Wilson has
selected and translated here three hundred of the most representative of those
texts to create an accessible distillation of this guide for samurai. No other
translator has so thoroughly and eruditely rendered this text into English.

For this edition, Wilson has added a new introduction that casts Hagakure in a
different light than ever before. Tsunetomo refers to bushido as “the Way of
death,” a description that has held a morbid fascination for readers over the years.
But in Tsunetomo’s time, bushido was a nuanced concept that related heavily to
the Zen concept of muga, the “death” of the ego. Wilson’s revised introduction
gives the historical and philosophical background for that more metaphorical
reading of Hagakure, and through this lens, the classic takes on a fresh and
nuanced appeal.
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Living and dying with bravery and honor is at the heart of Hagakure, a series of texts written by an
eighteenth-century samurai, Yamamoto Tsunetomo. It is a window into the samurai mind, illuminating the
concept of bushido (the Way of the Warrior), which dictated how samurai were expected to behave, conduct
themselves, live, and die. While Hagakure was for many years a secret text known only to the warrior vassals
of the Nabeshima clan to which the author belonged, it later came to be recognized as a classic exposition of
samurai thought.

The original Hagakure consists of over 1,300 short texts that Tsunetomo dictated to a younger samurai over
a seven-year period. William Scott Wilson has selected and translated here three hundred of the most
representative of those texts to create an accessible distillation of this guide for samurai. No other translator
has so thoroughly and eruditely rendered this text into English.

For this edition, Wilson has added a new introduction that casts Hagakure in a different light than ever
before. Tsunetomo refers to bushido as “the Way of death,” a description that has held a morbid fascination
for readers over the years. But in Tsunetomo’s time, bushido was a nuanced concept that related heavily to
the Zen concept of muga, the “death” of the ego. Wilson’s revised introduction gives the historical and
philosophical background for that more metaphorical reading of Hagakure, and through this lens, the classic
takes on a fresh and nuanced appeal.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a great book for anyone looking for a more centered way of life, or just some good advice about
living.”—Sacramento Book Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

About the Author
William Scott Wilson is the foremost translator into English of traditional Japanese texts on samurai culture.
His best-selling translations include Hagakure and The Book of Five Rings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wanda Leopard:

The book Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Hagakure:
The Book of the Samurai? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Hagakure: The Book of the
Samurai has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maritza Kress:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

John Casteel:

Typically the book Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai has a lot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.



Leona Hicks:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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