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Civil war has been a recurring feature of human societies throughout history --
and an essential catalyst for major international conflict. Since 1945, the number
of civil wars in the world has grown steadily, bringing devastation on a scale
more traditionally associated with international wars.

In spite of this, there is no classic treatise on civil war to compare with the classic
works we have on war, revolution, or peace. On the one hand, historians have
tended to treat the "big" civil wars, such as the American and the Spanish, in
isolation. On the other, social scientists have concentrated on identifying
common patterns, without looking in too much detail at the specifics of any given
conflict.

Focusing on the numerous civil conflicts that have occurred throughout the world
since the Second World War, Bill Kissane bridges this gap, asking what the
recent social science literature adds to what we already know about civil war, but
also how insights from the historical literature, from the ancient Greeks onwards,
can help explain the violent experience of so many parts of the world since 1945.

At its heart is the question of what makes the contemporary challenge posed by
civil war so different from that of past periods -- and what, if anything, is new
about the contemporary experience of civil war at the dawn of the twenty-first
century.
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Civil war has been a recurring feature of human societies throughout history -- and an essential catalyst for
major international conflict. Since 1945, the number of civil wars in the world has grown steadily, bringing
devastation on a scale more traditionally associated with international wars.

In spite of this, there is no classic treatise on civil war to compare with the classic works we have on war,
revolution, or peace. On the one hand, historians have tended to treat the "big" civil wars, such as the
American and the Spanish, in isolation. On the other, social scientists have concentrated on identifying
common patterns, without looking in too much detail at the specifics of any given conflict.

Focusing on the numerous civil conflicts that have occurred throughout the world since the Second World
War, Bill Kissane bridges this gap, asking what the recent social science literature adds to what we already
know about civil war, but also how insights from the historical literature, from the ancient Greeks onwards,
can help explain the violent experience of so many parts of the world since 1945.

At its heart is the question of what makes the contemporary challenge posed by civil war so different from
that of past periods -- and what, if anything, is new about the contemporary experience of civil war at the
dawn of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Bill Kissane has still done a great service to general readers by providing a humane guide to the rather
soulless social-scientific literature on civil war a sophisticated, accessible account."--Times Literary
Supplement

About the Author

Bill Kissane, political scientist and historian, is a Reader in Politics at the London School of Economics,
where he is a member of the Conflict Research Group. He is the author of several books on civil-war related
subjects, including a pioneering study of the Irish civil war, The Politics of the Irish Civil War (2005), also
published by Oxford University Press, and has held visiting positions at University College Dublin, the
University of Notre Dame, the University of Bielefeld, and the National Humanities Centre in North
Carolina.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Nations Torn Asunder: The Challenge of Civil War.

George Sanders:

This Nations Torn Asunder: The Challenge of Civil War is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Nations Torn Asunder: The Challenge of Civil War in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in
which?



Noah Giles:

The book untitled Nations Torn Asunder: The Challenge of Civil War contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Donna Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Nations Torn Asunder: The Challenge of Civil War was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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